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•tofeat bacte; return to league 

GAIRQ {R) — Mwpccan Prime Mimster Azeddine Laraki said 
after m^ting Cgyprtan President Hosni Mubarak Sunday thal 
Ratiaf supported Cwras return to the "Arab League. Laraki, in 
head of a delegation for economic cooperation talks. 
3 Iso gave Mubarak a letter from King Hassan. Laraki said some 
' Arab leaders wanted to discuss Egypt's rcadmission to the league 
during the June 7 summit in Algiers. “If the issue of Egypt's 
return to the Arab League comes up at the Algiers summit. 
Morocco will defend the return of Egypt,” he told reporters after 
■a one-hour meeting and- a working lunch with Mubarak. Egypt 
and Morocco signed an agreement Saturday to expand economic 
and cultural cooperation. Talks on improving links will continue 
Monday. Mubarak also -received a letter Sunday from Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan. president of the United Arab 
Emirates' (UAE). ' ' . 


Tabbaa: U.S. seminars were successful 

AMMA,n\i.T.) — Minister of Industry. Trade and Supply 
Hamdi.Tafrbaa said Sunday thal the two seminars on investment 
in and trade with Jordan held in two American cities helped 
providc^technical information to some Jordanian industries and 
enabledj-sogie Jordanian businessmen to sign export contracts 
with American importers. In an interview with Jordan Television. 
Tabbaa. who was among the delegation which attended the 
seminars in Pittsburg and Atlanta under the chairmanship of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. said the delegation's 
mission to the U.S. was successful and that it helped shed light on 
Jordan's potentials, particularly in light of the political stability in 
the Kingdom under the leadership of His Majesty King Hussein. 
He added that similar future Lrips would help provide information 
on Jordan's potential in the field of investment. 
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King receives Cables 
of congratulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein .Sunday received, 
cables -of congratulations on .the' 
occasion of Independence Day 
from U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and the presidents of 
Vietnam, Bolivia. Togo and Mal- 
ta as well as the governor-general 
of Canada. 

Fahd meets Walters 

RIYADH (R) — ‘ U.S. envoy 
Vernon Waiters Jield talks Sun- 
il 11 day with Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahd in Jeddah on the ninth teg 
of a Middle East -tour. Walters', 
the U:S. ambassador, to the Un- 
ited Nations, is visiting the region 
to exchange ideas on the 71*- 
year-old Gulf war and other 
issues. The Saudi Press Agency 
said he also met Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud At Faisal for talks on 
“matters of mutual concern and 
the situation in the Middle East.” 

Gandhi to visit 
Syria, address U.N. 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi will visit 
Syria, West Germany, the United 
States and .Hungary, on a soar 
beginning next Saturday, a gov- 
ernment official said Sunday. The 
official said Gandhi would hold 
talks June 5-6 in Damascus with 
j Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
3 on the iran-iraq- war and the 
Palestinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. Gandhi is to 
hold talks June 7-8 in West Ger- 
many with' Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and other government offi- 
cials. While in the United States, 
the prime minister is to address 
the U.N. General Assembly-spe- 
cial session on disarmamentJune 
9. the official said. He said Gan- 
dhi would pay -a state visit to 
Hungary before returning to New 
Delhi June 11. / . - ; 

Junblatt holds 
talks in Kuwait -- r 


Gorbachev, Reagan open Moscow summit 


KUWAIT ( R) t- W afid Junblatt, 
leader of Lebanon’s Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP), held talks 
Sunday with the enur-of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Jaber Al. Ahmad A1 
Sabah, the Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) reported. Diplomatic 
sources said the talk* .covered 
developments in Lebanon. Junb- 
latt, who is also public works 
minister, also held talks with 
Prune Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah who had in- 
vited him to Kuwait. 

Mosques attacked 
in northern Greece 

KOMOTINl, Greece (AP).— A 
powerful bomb exploded- in a 
mosque early Sunday, damaging 
its interior and shattering win- 
dows of neighbouring buildings 
hut causing no injuries, police in 
this northern town said. Someone 
tossed a gasoline . bomb into 
another mosque in the area 15 
minutes later, sparking a fire that 
- was immediately extinguished. 
No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. 
Komotini, a town in the province 
of Thrace, has a population of 
35,000, half of whom are Mus- 
lims. 

Israel names new 
envoy to Egypt 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s fore- 
ign ministry Sunday nominated 
Shimon Shamir, a‘ scholar of 
modem Middle East history, to 
be ambassador to Egypt, a minis- 
try spokesman said. Shamir. 49. 
who heads an academic mission 
in Egypt, must face a vote by 
Israel’s cabinet before taking his 
post, said the spokesman. If he is 
approved Shamir will replace 
Moshe S assort, who has com- 
pleted a five-year term, the 
spokesman said. 


PLO waiting for 
Syria to set date for 
^ talks 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Pales- 
V tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is waiting for Syria to 
;, v <r arrange talks on improving their 
f, relations, an official said Sunday. 
After President Hafez Al Assad 
and PLO Chairman Yasser Araft. 
(>] held talks in Damascus in April, 
l \v ■ PLO officials said their meeting 
\J signalled the end of a five-year- 
>'»>■ old rift between Syria arid the 
PLO. 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev aod U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
Sunday began a five-day Kremlin summit 
with a pledge to work for better relations and 
immediately held talks for just over an hour. 


Senior American officials de- 
scribed the talks as cordial and 
business-like and Reagan 
emerged with a sense of progress. 

The two leaders are sdteduled 
to hold three more rounds of 
talks in the next four days on 
East-West detente and various 
other issues as well as on regional 
conflicts, among which the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the Iran-Iraq 
war are expected to figure high. 

Not long after arriving by 
motorcade from Vnukovo airport 
outside Moscow, Reagan and his 
wife. Nancy, walked across a long 
red carpet to the centre of a 
gilded reception room in St. 


George's Hall, where their paths 
crossed with Gorbachev and his 
wife. Raisa. 

Gorbachev and Reagan re- 
minisced briefly about earlier 
summits in Geneva. Reykjavik. 
Iceland and Washington, while 
their wives looked on. 

The welcoming ceremony was 
broadcast live by Soviet and 
American television. 

Reagan, who once called the 
Soviet Union an “evil empire," is 
the first U.S. leader in 14 years to 
set foot on Soviet soil. He was 
greeted at the airport by Soviet 
President Andrei Gromyko, for 
vears Ihe foreign minister, and 


Gromyko's wife. Lidia, who gave 
a bouquet of roses to Mrs. 
Reagan. 

There have been mixed ex- 
pectations about the success of 
the five days of talks, coming in 
the wake of problems with secon- 
dary arms-control measures and 
new Soviet complaints of con- 
tinuing U.S. aid to Afghan re- 
bels. 

Gorbachev set a conciliatory 
tone, telling Reagan that “impor- 
tant tasks lie ahead." 

“You and 1 are conscious of 
our two people's longing for 
mutual understanding, coopera- 
tion and a safe world.” said Gor- 
bachev, speaking through an in- 
terpreter. ‘‘This makes it incum- 
bent upon us to discuss... the 
major aspens of disarmament.” 

“As we see it, long-held dis- 
likes have been weakened, habi- 
tual stereotypes stemming from 
enemy images have been shaken 
loose.” Gorbachev told Reagan. 

Greeting Reagan for their un- 
precedented fourth summit — 


and (he president's first visit to 
the Soviet Union — Gorbachev 
added wryly: 

“Aware of your foundness for 
Russian proverbs, let me add 
another one to your collection... 
‘better to see "something once 
than to hear about it a hundred 
time’.’’ 

Reagan had his own proverb 
for Gorbachev. 

Speaking of the gradual prog- 
ress in superpower relations over 
recent years, and nothing that 
differences remain. Reagan, 
speaking first in Russian, told 
Gorbachev: "It was born. It 
wasn't rushed.” 

"Mr. General Secretary, we 
did not rush. We have taken our 
work step by step, and I have 
come here to continue that work. 
We both know it wall not be 
easy.” 

Both Reagan and Gorbachev 
made proud reference to the in- 
ermedi ate- range nuclear forces 
(INF) treaty banning medium- 
range missiles which they signed 


Six Palestinians shot and wounded 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and wounded six Palestinians in 
clashes in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Sunday, and ab- 
out 60 Palestinians were treated 
for tear-gas and rubber bullet 
injuries, doctors said. 

In the West Bank, classes re- 
sumed for about 70,000 Palesti- 
nian junior high school students 
in the second stage of the Israeli 
occupation authorities’ plan to 
reopen 1,200 schools shut nearly 
four months ago in the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

Officials reported no major 
trouble at the schools attended by 
students between the ages of 12 
and 15. 

But a. militant Jewish West 
Bank settler said her car was 


stoned by about 150 school girls 
near the (own of Qalqiliya, and 
that she had to fire in the air 
before the army “rescued" her. 

The reopening of the schools 
came after the clandestine leaders 
of the uprising urged students to 
return to classes in a leaflet issued 
earlier this month. 

A new poll, meanwhile, 
showed Israelis are slightly less 
confident about their Zionist 
state’s future but more willing 
than their political leaders to hold 
peace talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

‘We find that two-thirds of 
Israelis under certain conditions 
were willing to hold a dialogue 
with the PLO,” polling expert 
Yossi Alper said on Israel army 
radio. “There is no Zionist party 


that holds such a position.” 

In the West Bank village of 
Bazzariya near Nablus, an army 
officer shot and wounded a villa- 
ger after the man allegedly 
attacked him with a cement block 
at a roadblock set up by protes- 
ters. Israel Radio said. 

The worst violence erupted 
Sunday in the isolated West Bank 
village' of Jaba north of Nablus. 
Doctors at Nablus' Ittihad hospit- 
al said four Palestinians, ranging 
in age from 18 to 20. were shot in 
their limbs after the army raided 
the village. 

The injuries in the Gaza Strip 
came during clashes Saturday 
night and Sunday morning, 
according to officials at Gaza’s 
Shifa hospital where the casual- 
ties were treated. 


Syrians patrol south Beirut 
but no word on hostages 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Syrian troops pat- 
rolled in Beirut's suburbs Sunday 
io prevent renewed Shi ’ire militia 
violence, but there was no news 
about foreign hostages thought to 
be held there. 

The Syrians manned rooftop 
observation posts and roadside 
checkpoints as shops opened for 
the first time in. three weeks and 
residents cleared rubble from the 
battle-scarred streets. 

Gutted cars, empty cartridge 


cases and broken glass littered 
many roads. Sandbags were piled 
up at street comers which had 
been bitterly contested during the 
militia battles. 

Political sources quoted by 
Reuters in Beirut and by the AP 
in Damascus said the occupation 
of the suburbs was aimed at 
ending fighting between the Ira- 
nian-backed Hizbollah and pro- 
Syrian Amal militias and not at 
resolving the issue of the foreign 
hostages. 






§ 


Syrian soldiers who deployed In south Beirut Saturday play with 
L e ba n es e children in the shim district. 


Persistent reports have said 
many of up to 18 Westerners 
missing and believed kidnapped 
in Lebanon by pro-Iranian mili- 
tants were detained in the lawless 
suburbs, which had been beyond 
government control for four 
years. 

Syrian Information Minister 
Mohammad Salman said Satur- 
day that Damascus, which 
ordered in its army Friday, would 
withdraw its troops as soon as 
order was restored, possibly with- 
in days. 

“The announcement by Sal- 
man was a message to the Amer- 
icans and (rightist) hardliners that 
Syria did not enter the suburbs to 
solve the issue of the hostages.” a 
pro-Syrian source told Reuters. 

“The Syrian aim was to end the 
fighting. They did this and they 
don't want the world to think 
they went in to solve all the other 
problems for free.” 

A senior Sbi’ite cleric mean- 
while renewed a pledge to work 
for the release of the captives. 

“Although I possess no great 
means of pressure, I shall exert 
continuous efforts to resolve the 
question of the hostages,” said 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fad- 
lallah, spiritual guide of Hizbollah. 

*i am viewing the hostages' 
issue from both humanitarian and 
Islamic standpoints. It is hurting 

(Continued on page 5) 


A 29- year-old man was in se- 
rious condition after being shot 
when Israeli ttoops opened fire 
Sunday at protesters in the Shati 
refugee camp near Gaza City, the 
officials said. 

The night before protesters 
threw srones and firebombs in 
nearby Jabaliya camp and Israeli 
troops responded with tear-gas 
and rubber bullets. Arab news 
reports said. 

About 60 people were treated 
at the camn clinic for rubber 
bullet injuries and effects of tear- 
gas. the reports said. 

Israel radio reported three fire- 
bombs were thrown in the Jaba- 
liva camp overnight and said 
there were no serious injuries. 

Tensions have been high in the 
Gaza area since Friday when a 
three-year-old girl was brought 
dead to a Gaza City hospital, and 
her family said she died after 
tear-gas was fired outside their 
home. 

In Jenin in the West Bank, 80 
per cent of the students boycotted 
classes at the Izzeddin school and 
students at a girls' school staged a 
total strike, officials said. 

There were protests through- 
out the occupied territories. In 

.(Continued on page 5) 


Yugoslav 
party begins 
crisis talks 

BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav’s 
ruling Communist Party opened a 
three-day crisis conference over 
economic and political reform 
Sunday against a background of 
worker unrest and inflation run- 
ning at 152 per cent. 

The party, harried by compet- 
ing regional aod nationalist in- 
terests, has become a weak coali- 
tion of eight groups representing 
the six Yugoslav republics and 
two provinces, all highly auton- 
omous. 

Their divisions, reported can- 
didly in the Yugoslav press, have 
stalled progress towards an eco- 
nomy based on market laws and 
involving deep reforms. 

The party called the crisis con- 
ference as Yugoslavia’s economic 
crisis deteriorated with soaring 
inflation, repayment difficulties 
on a S21 billion foreign debt, 
worker unrest, and regional divi- 
sions in parliament. 


Catalans vote in regional polls seen as national test 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s weal- 
thiest region of Catalonia voted 
Sunday to choose a regional par- 
liament in a tough mid-term elec- 
tion test for the nationally-ruling 
Socialist Party, slipping in popu- 
larity* ratings. 

With conservative nationalist 
Jordi Pujol widely expected to 
pick up a third term as regional 
president, analysts were closely 
monitoring the Catalan verdict as 
a pointer for general elections 
due in 1990. 

Home to a sixth of the national 
population. Catalonia is the most 
industrialised region of Spain and 
last year took 32.7 per cent of all 
foreign investment. 

The largest issue was not who 
would win — opinion polls fore- 
cast little change from Pujol’s 


absolute majority — but how the 
Socialists would fare and the level 
of toumout among the 4.5 million 
eligible voters. 

In the last elections, 36 per cent 
abstained, mostly left-wing vo- 
ters. and Pujol’s Convergence I 
Union (CPU) gained a surprise 
landslide victory. It picked up 
46.6 per cent of the vote and 
boosted its majority in the 135- 
seat parliament to 72 seats from 
an outgoing 43. 

While casting their votes. 
Socialist candidate Raimon 
Obiols and Jorge Fernandez of 

the right-wing Popular Alliance 
(AP) both reiterated their, con- 
cern about abstention which they 
feel could most damage progres- 
sive parties. 

But after five hours, turnout 


was said to be about 27 per cent, 
slightly higher than previous 
years. 

About 20,000 police were on 
duty to guard against possible 
violence in the triangular shaped 
region of northeast Spain, but no 
incidents were reported in the 
morning. 

Its capital Barcelona, venue of 
the 1992 Olympics, has become a 
target for Basque guerrillas and 
the Catalan separatist group Ter- 
ra Lliure (free land) has stepped 
up bomb attacks in recent 

months. 

Surveys have indicated the 
ClU will retain or increase its 
share of the vote, while the 
Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) 
could drop to around 28 per cent 
from 30 per cent. 


Pujol, 57 and a fervent 
nationalist, has campaigned 
under the slogan “Tot per Cata- 
lunya” (everything for Cata- 
lonia). 

A former banker, he became 
Catalonia’s first president since 
the 1936-39 civil war when he was 
elected in 1980, a year after the 
region was regranted autonomy, 
abolished under the 40-year dic- 
tatorship of General Francisco 
Franco. 

On a national basis, opinion 
polls have shown a drop in popu- 
larity for Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez ance the PSOE retained 
an absolute majority m a 1986 
general election. 

The Catalan test could be even 
more crucial for Gonzalez’s right- 
wing and centrist opponents 


at their last summit in Washing- 
ton last December. They are to 
ratify it formally Wednesday as 
one of the few concrete diploma- 
tic achievements expected. 

Both leaders also said they 
hoped to make progress on a 
much more sweeping treaty that 
would cut strategic nuclear arsen- 
als in half, although much more 
work remains to be done on the 
pact. Then the two leaders began 
formal talks. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Howard Baker, speaking from 
Moscow on U.S. television, said 
the president was pleased with 
the way the first session with the 
Soviet leader went. 

“They spoke frankly. They 
spoke directly. And they spoke 
with a great deal of energy on a 
great many subjects." Baker said. 
“It's going to be a good summit. 

Baker said there were no sur- 
prises in the meeting, which 
lasted one hour 11 minutes. He 

(Continued on page 5) 




Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday confers with Saudi Fund for 
Development Deputy Chairman Mohammad Saqir (Petra photo) 

Jordan, Saudi fund 
discuss cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai and Saudi Fund for 
Development ( SFD ) Deputy 
Chairman Mohammad Saqir Sun- 
day discussed Jordan-SFD coop- 
eration in carrying out develop- 
ment projects in the Kingdom. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affair FayezTarawneh and Saudi 
Ambassador to Jordan Moham- 
mad Al Issa. 

Finance Minister Hanna Odeh 


later met with Saqir and discussed 
relations between the SFD and 
Jordan and Jordanian-Saudi rela- 
tions in general. 

Saqir and Public Works and 
Housing Minister Shafiq 
Zawuideh reviewed cooperation 
in the field of public works. They 
discussed projects undertaken by 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
prospects for SFD financing for 

(Continued on page 5) 


Christian Peace Conference 
pledges Middle East efforts 


Zia Ul Haq 

Zia disbands 
parliament 

ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Mohammad Zia Al Haq 
Sunday dissolved the National 
Assembly, removed Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Khan Junejo and 
disbanded his cabinet, accusing 
the lawmakers of failure in per- 
forming their tasks. 

Zia made the announcement al 
a hurriedly called news confer- 
ence minutes after Junejo had 
returned home from a tour of 
China, South Korea and the Phi- 
lippines. 

The action could plunge the 
country into a new political crisis, 
as junejo was heading the first 
civilian cabinet after eight years of 
martial law which Zia imposed in 
July 5, 1977. 

The National Assembly and 
Junejo cabinet was to last until 
1990 to complete its full term. 

Zia, who cancelled a visit to 
China due to begin Monday, said 
be was dissolving the National 
Assembly because it had failed to 
achieve its objective — the coun- 
try’s Is) utilisation. 

“The National Assembly has 
failed to realise the objective for 
which h was elected,” Zia said. 

“The prime minister has ceased 
to be the prime minister from 
today (Sunday) because the 
National Assembly has been dis- 
solved,” he said. 

Zia and Junejo had generally 
got wi well, but political observers 
had started sensing a divergence 
of views on domestic policy issues, 
particularly the role which politic- 
al parties should play in the coun- 
try. Zia is opposed to give the 
political party any immediate 
role, but Junejo not only dis- 
agreed with it, but formed his own 
Pakistan Muslim League Party 
two years ago. 

Other opposition political par- 
ties who had boycotted the De- 
cember 1984 election for the 
National Assembly became active 
following the formation of June- 
jo’s party. 

Zia said the decision regarding 
the status of four provincial (state) 
legislatures of Punjab, Sind, 
Baluchistan and North West 
Frontier Province, would be 
announced Monday. 

He said the chief election com- 
missioner would announce the 
election dates for the new National 
Assembly according to the provi- 
sions of the constitution of 
Pakistan. 

“My decision is consistent with 
the constitution and a step to- 
wards strengthening and consoli- 
dating democracy,” Zia said. 

“1 was forced by the dictates of 
my conscience to take these mea- 
sures as the purpose for which the 
referendum was held and that is 
Istanusation, has not been fulfil- 
led,” be said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the Prague-based 
Christian Peace Conference 
(CPC) Sunday pledged support 
for Jordan’s call for an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East and said that the 
movement would work towards 
holding a conference in Amman 
under 'the theme “Muslims and 
Christians together on the march 
for peace.” 

At a meeting with Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh. the 
delegation voiced appreciation of 
His Majesty King Hussein and his 
efforts to serve the cause of world 
peace. 

Khasawneh briefed the delega- 
tion on Jordan's position on the 


Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestine question. 

The minister said Jordan would 
not be a substitute for the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) or the Palestinian people 
in any international peace confer- 
ence but would continue to de- 
fend the just cause of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Khasawneh said Jordan was 
ready to join in any peace process 
if that process was achieved in 
accordance with Jordan’s percep- 
tion of a joint Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian delegation and if the con- 
cerned Arab parties agreed to the 
idea. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq renews call on 
Iran to make peace 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein has 
said that Iranian forces had lost 
the strength they showed earlier 
in the 7 ,; 5-year Gulf war and 
recent Iraqi success proved that 
Baghdad's forces were superior. 

The president, decorating com- 
manders from his own guards and 
the Third Army Corps who re- 
captured an occupied slice of Iraq 
east of the southern Iraqi city of 
Basra Wednesday, said Saturday 
it was time for Iran to make 
peace. 

Speaking about that victory 
and Iran's loss of Iraq’s Fao 
Peninsula in April, he said Ira- 
nian forces were not as strong and 
were not fighting in the same way 
they did in 1986. 

He said the two operations 
demonstrated that Iraq’s infan- 
try. artillery, navy and engineer- 
ing units were superior to Iran's 
on top of Baghdad's long-stand- 


ing strength in armour and in the 
air. 

“The Iranian rulers have to 
realise that the basic element of 
steadfastness of their forces is 
missing because Iraq is on the 
side of justice while they harbour 
wicked and aggressive inten- 
tions." he said. 

Urging Tehran to stop fighting 
and withdraw from Iraqi terri- 
tory. he said: “As time passes, 
the situation in Iran will deterio- 
rate more and more... death will 
increase but the path of peace is 
open before them." 

He said Iraq's armed forces 
were at the highest slate of readi- 
ness to recapture every piece of 
occupied Iraqi territory. 

Iranian forces still hold areas of 
mountainous northern Iraq, the 
northeastern Iraqi Kurdish-popu- 
lated town of Halabja and some 
of the oil-rich Majnoon Islands in 
southeast Iraq. 


Carrington describes 
NATO row as volcano 


FUNCHAL, Madeira (Agencies) 
— Warning of a smouldering 
volcano inside the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
alliance. Secretary General Lord 
Carrington said Sunday the Un- 
ited States and its European allies 
must strike a better balance over 
sharing military costs and respon- 
sibilities. 

Addressing the North Atlantic 
Assembly of NATO parliamenta- 
rians, Carrington backed its call 
for steps to strengthen Western 
Europe's contribution to the 16- 
nation Atlantic alliance. 

Referring to recent charges by 
the U.S. Congress that the Euro- 
pean allies are not doing enough 
for their own defence, Carrington 
said the issue “like a volcano... 
smoulders continuously.” 

Calling for a better equilibrium 
between the Europeans and the 
United States, Carrington said 
the current debate must not be- 
come “an argument about who 
does what.” 

He called for greater defence 


cooperation among the allies to 
make up for the absence of extra 
resources and said the European 
allies should take more of the 
political burden in the alliance. 

In particular, he said, the 
Europeans could lend more poli- 
tical support by helping maintain 
U.S. nuclear forces in Europe 
“thereby spreading those risks 
and burdens more fully and 
fairly." 

The repon. composed by a 
panel of legislators and defence 
experts from the United States 
and nine other alliance members, 
calls for a new political mandate 
to be drawn up to reflect a fun- 
damental change in the rela- 
tionship between Western 
Europe and America. 

According to the repon “many 
(in the U.S.) are beginning to 
wonder out loud if Europe, now 
that it is economically strong and 
a competitor of the United States 
in the international trade arena, 
should not foot a greater portion 
of the NATO defence bill." 









National News 


Israel’s discrimination increases tensions at West Bank, 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY MAY3Q , 19 88 


Gaza universities, schools 


This is the fourth part of a six part series in which the exercise of 
academic freedoms in Palestinian universities of the occupied 
Arab territories are discussed. This study was presented to the 
LWESCO at its hundred and twenty-seventh session by Father 
Edouard Bone. 


Discrimination 

Taxes 

Article 7 of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights proc- 
laims equality for ail before the 
law and entitlement to equal pro- 
tection of the law. 

The Universities of Gaza and 
the West Bank complain of the 
exorbitant taxes and customs 
d’lties which they have to pay for 
the importation of cultural, edu- 
cational and scientific materials, 
which are normally exempt from 
tax. 

The tax system is not only 
extremely burdensome but in- 
finitely complex and constantly 
under review, a twofold situation 
which affects budgets and unba- 
lances them. Tax levied on books 
(VAT and the ‘Peace for Galilee’ 
Tax) amounts to 17 per cent. On 
scientific equipment, the rate is 
frequently 25 per cent and has 
sometimes exceeded the value of 
the equipment, even in the case 
of donations. It would have cost 
less for a particular university to 
buy the computers donated to it 
than receive them as a present... 

Hebron Polytechnic informed 
the Rapporteur of the particular 
case of equipment donated by the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 
This was held up for 14 months 
(December 1985 to March 1987) 
by the customs authorities, it was 
finally delivered after persistent 
representations, repeated inspec- 
tions. etc., but only on payment 
of a tax of S15.CK.Hj. Meanwhile 
the utilisation and maintenance 
handbooks had disappeared... 

The settlers 

On this subject the Rapporteur 
■can only comment on the basis of 
indirect testimony, but the va- 
rious sources are surprisingly con- 
vergent. The number of settlers 
on the West Bank and in Gaza 
has increased considerably over 
the last 15 years. 

It is said that by 1985. 40 to 52 
per cent of the West Bank terri- 
tory had already been taken over 
by the military authorities, either 
for immediate use or for future 
settlements. Many disputes are 
reported. The British land reg- 
istry for Palestine was very in- 
adequate, with the title deeds 
often non-existent or based on 
common law. 

When a piece of land is de- 
clared to be state property, what 
way is there of disproving it? The 
actual expropriation is denied by 
the owner, who frequently re- 
fuses compensation because he 
will not recognise the right of the 
occupier to purchase his land. 

The areas settled are no longer 
confined solely to the valley of 
the Jordan, but include the more 
urbanised areas of Nablus. 
Ramallah, Jerusalem and Heb- 
ron; there is daily contact with 
the Palestinian population, parti- 
cularly the university population, 
which sometimes leads to explo- 
sive situations. Clashes occur fre- 
quently, in connection with va- 
rious demonstrations, celebra- 
tions of anniversaries and the 
granting or refusal of building 


permits, etc. 

The report of the KARP Com- 
mission acknowledges “the 
odious atmosphere of the rela- 
tions between the Israeli resi- 
dents of West Bank and the local 
population" and refers "to “the 
vicious circle in which incidents 
are not investigated for want of 
any relevant complaint being 
lodged, and complaints are not 
lodged for want of an appropriate 
inquiry.” 

This problem undoubtedly lies 
far beyond the scope of the in- 
quiry on academic freedom which 
I was asked to conduct. The fact 
cannot be overlooked, however, 
that the relations fraught with 
resentment and fear between stu- 
dents and settlers are often the 
cause of incidents which will 
finally degenerate to a point 
where academic freedom is 
jeopardised by the profound dis- 
organisation of the university. 

First-hand observers have un- 
failingly and publicly voiced their 
grave” concern on this matter. A 
very large number of incidents 
and regrettable cases of violence 
are regularly to be deplored at 
the universities on account of the 
inevitably difficult relations be- 
tween settlers and students. 

There seems no way of pre- 
venting the Palestinian students 
from considering the settlers as 
the agents of the annexatfonal 
designs of the occupying power. 
Some people spoke of "new Jew- 
ish settlements that have not been 
integrated into (he landscape and 
are "architecturally provocative. 
What can be done to prevent the 
settlers from acquiring a feeling 
of insecurity in respect of young 
students whom they regard as 
impeding, if not dangerously hos- 
tile to. their recent settlement in 
the area? 

The slightest incident (adminis- 
trative harassment. identity- 
check. searching of premises, 
arrest ...) can then fire the pow- 
der magazine, with the inevitable 
violent consequences. One might 
well ask whether Israeli policy in 
this respect should not be syste- 
matically reviewed if it is honestly 
desired to guarantee peace on the 
West Bank and in Gaza. 

The academic standard of the 
Palestinian universities 

Criteria 

In a recent study by the Insiiiut 
Univeisitaire du Developpement in 
Geneva. D. Oliva and M. Rod 
raised the question of the 
academic standard of the Palesti- 
nian universities and the adverse 
effects of occupation. In point of 
fact, criticism is not infrequently 
levelled at the standard of 
teaching provided and research 
conducted in these establish- 
ments. These are universities set 
up on private initiative: they are 
as yet young, and are developing 
in particularly difficult circumst- 
ances. the objective weight of 
which has been referred to above. 

The negative effects of occupa- 
tion cannot be overlooked. What 
has already been said about the 
constraints with regard to the 


recruitment of teachers, 
academic freedoms, censorship, 
problems of equipment, the clo- 
sures and the many incidents 
marking the life of these universi- 
ties. arrests, deportations, etc., 
cannot fail to have an adverse 
effect on the quality of the work 
and the academic performance, 
however devoted, of university 
teachers and students alike. In- 
cidentally, difficulties are not 
always necessarily an impedi- 
ment; they can act as a stimulus, 
as certain rectors and professors 
have pointed out. 

On various occasions the Rap- 
porteur heard Israeli representa- 
tives speak unflatteringly of the 
academic standard of the Palesti- 
nian universities. The universities 
are accused of extreme politicisa- 
tion. which detracts from concen- 
tration on one’s studies. 

It was stated more than once 
that they aim, or are at least 
forced (under pressure from stu- 
dent councils or certain benefac- 
tors) to accept students who are 
intellectually unsuitable but have 
strong political leanings; and it 
was argued that such practices 
would 'obviously' account for the 
poor academic standing of the 
universities, in addition to their 
being ill-equipped, devoid of any 
research activity and poorly cons- 
idered throughout the academic 
world in Israel and abroad. 

I was not able to corroborate 
the details of this severe judge- 
ment. Undoubtedly more time 
would have been required in 
order to establish further contact 
with deans, teachers, researchers 
and students at all levels, in ordet- 
to check ail aspects of the 
problem. 

A knowledge of Arabic would 
have made my investigation 
easier. Furthermore, I visited cer- 
tain campuses at an unfavourable 
time in the academic year; the 
summer vacation at Gaza, and 
during the closure by military 
order of Birzeit. I h3ve had to 
make do with the few indications 
here noted dispassionately, with- 
out claiming to pass a final or 
even a very qualified judgement. 

As it is. this judgement is far 
from being gloomy. I had the 
opportunity of expressing it to the 
Israelis whom I spoke with, who 
frequently showed their surprise 
at it. 

The Tawjihi examination 

As said above, the Rapporteur 
must therefore confine himself 
here to passing a non-final judge- 
ment. In order to assess the 
academic standards of the estab- 
lishments. a yardstick is required. 

It can be chosen in various ways. 
There is considerable competi- 
tion for admission to the universi- 
ties in the occupied territories. 

For the 8.000 to 10,000 
prospective candidates, all the 
er . jblishments combined can 
provide only some 2,500 places 
for first-year students. Admission 
is largely based on the result 
obtained in the Tawjihi examina- 
tion: A mark of 75 per cent is 
usually required for admission to 
the Faculty of Aits and 70 per 
cent for admission to the Faculty 
of Science. 

The National University of Al 
Naj3h requires 72 per cent to 90 
per cent, depending on the facul- 



Patestinian students 

ty: 72 per cent for Education, 76 
per cent for Arts, 77 per cent for 
Economics, 80 per cent for Scien- 
ce and 90 per cent for Engineer- 
ing. The Islamic University of 
Gaza stipulates a slightly lower 
entrance requirement (60 per 
cent 

I was informed that the re- 
quirement of a pass in the Tawjihi 
was rigorously enforced. In three 
establishments 1 was told that an 
exception was made, of the order 
of 1 per cent to 2 per cent for 
candidates invoking dramatic so- 
cial situations such as arrest or 
detention which had prevented 
them from sitting the Tawjihi 
examination. 

In all instances an academic 
committee was required to assess 
the intellectual worth of the stu- 
dents. and in any case the end-of- 
year examination would elimin- 
ate any unsuccessful students 
admitted through this special pro- 
cedure. 

Teachers and libraries 

It is difficult to assess the 
academic standard of the 
teaching staff. Although statistics 
are not particularly instructive in 
such mutters, various data which 
I attempted to analyse and com- 
pare provide at least some idea of 
the qualifications of the teaching 
staff. 

The table below indicates the 
number of teachers by university 
and category of diploma, and the 


size of the libraries in the five 
Palestinian universities: 


higher at El Bireh (1/5). 
with reaard to facilities (labor- 


University 

Decioraie 

Master’s 

Bachelors 

No of 



Degree 

Degree 

Volumes 

Approx. 

Birzeit 

03 

Tti 

1 1 

100.000 

Al Najah 

S7 

SI 

57 

95.000 

Bethlehem 

29 

49 

42 

30.000 

Hebron 

IN 

24 

6 

35.000 

Gaza 

44 

41 

53 

25.000 


What is perhaps more signifi- 
cant is the fact rhat several of the 
universities belong to the Asso- 
ciation of Arab Universities and 
the International Association of 
Universities or the International 
Federation of Catholic Universi- 
ties. and that the diplomas they 
award are recognised by a num- 
ber ot universities in Europe and 
the United States. Specific coop- 
eration has been developed be- 
tween the College of Science and 
Technology of Abu Dis and the 
University of Salford in the Un- 
ited Kingdom, and the degree of 
M.Sc. is common to the two 
establishments. 

The Abu Dis diplomas are 
accepted by the Hebrew Uni- 
versity and the Weizmann Insti- 
tute. This is hardly surprising 
when one takes into account the 
fact that this establishment re- 
quires a 7(1 per cent pass-mark in 
the end-of-year examinations. 
The teacher-student ratio is parti- 
cularly high (1/6). but is even 


atories. libraries, etc.), the situa- 
tion varies from one institution to 
another: it probably reflects the 
nature of the individual spon- 
sorship:* as well as the kind* of 
courses provided. The Rappor- 
teur was favourably impressed by 
the development of informatics 
and the computer facilities in 
various establishments, particu- 
larly at Al Najah. Abu Dis and 
Hebron: the development of 
biochemistry laboratories: and 
the standard of the library at Al 
Najah. which can devote 
S5dti.fXKi annually to its upkeep 
and management. It is most sur- 
prising to find there a complete 
collection of Chemical Abstracts. 

Academic perseverance 
It is impressive to learn that 
despite closures, roadblocks and 
detentions, the university admi- 
nistration is intensifying its efforts 
— sometimes at great cost and 
going to great trouble — to main- 
tain the whole range of courses 


and programmes. Semesters in- 
terrupted by closures are ex- 
tended for several weeks or even 
months, and weekly timetable 
have become more concentrated 
in order to make up for lost time. 

For example at Al Najah. the 
first semester of 1986-1987, which 
was prevented from beginning 
until October 18. 1986. had not 
yet come to an end on March 11 . . 
1987; and the academic year it- 
self. 1986-1987. was to be ex- 
tended until the end of Septem- 
ber 1987. Classes are organised 
outside campuses banned to stu- 
de'nts.':Tfie posS/Wfiry WaS' dVdn "' 
envisaged of providing tuition in- 
prison for students under deten- 
tion: but the steps taken were 
halted in 1983 by order of the 
military authorities and have not 
yet been resumed, despite repre- 
sentations by the Red Cross, as 
authorization was refused by the 
director-general of the Ministry 
of Justice “because of multiple 
security risks." 

The Rapporteur beard the 
testimony of visiting American 
professors and Israelis who were 
members of the Knesset, who 
confirmed the serious-minded- 
ness and academic performance 
of the Palestinian students, and 
the intellectual vitality of the 
establishments concerned. It is 
quite common to learn of a re- 
latively high number of graduates 
from Palestinian universities suc- 
cessfully working on a Ph.D or a 


Master’s Degree- in 'foreign uni- 
versities. particularly in the Un- 
ited States. 

At the same rime, one cannot 
overlook the admission by a uni- 
versity administrator that the dif- 
ficulties of all kinds encountered 
in the operation of the universi- 
ties (particularly the reduction in 
qualified personnel,, the shortage 
of certain types of equipment, the 
untimely closures and other 
obstacles to teaching) cannot fail 
to lower academic standards. 

This is a grievous reality which 
it is hard to acknowledge frankly- 
Sftd which ^hah^~th^rehi^y 
over the future. ' ” ... - 

‘ The scanty resources of certain 
laboratories are said to force 
teaching to be too exclusively 
theoretical. Research is un- 
doubtedly less than might be ex- 
pected of establishments of this 
size under normal circumstances. 
Yet in spite of Che difficulties 
encountered in renewing intellec- 
tual life, the restrictions imposed 
on the movement of persons, 
very limited resources and the 
numerous incidents which disturb 
academic life, objective external 
observers nevertheless point to a 
number of valuable publications 
and internationally recognised re- 
search work. The Abu Dis Col- 
lege has displayed its ingenuity in 
a very remarkable choice of com- 
munity service-oriented projects 
(food technology, pisciculture, 
etc. ). 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


-6 Permanent book exhibition, al 
Tower Building, Jala] Amman. 3rd 
Circle. 

* Plastic art exhibition by Ghada 
Dahdala at Petra An Gallery. 

* An exhibition about flower arrange- 
ment by Na’cla Adnan Massanat at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

* A permanent exhibition of plastic 
art by 27 Arab artists at the Plaza 
Hotel. 

* Folklore exhibition al Huwwarah 
Community College. 

ir An art exhibition by Lebanese artistA 
Mahmoud Safa at Alia Art Gallery. 

-ir Two exhibitions at the Goethe insti- 
tute: one b about the development of 
typesetting and mass printing and the 
other is about German Woodcuts. 

* A panning exhibition by Suha Sho- 
man at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


LECTURES 


ir A lecture by—EJT Frank Kouchy 
entitled '‘Archaeology in Jordan" at 
the Friends of Archaeology premises at 
1900. 


FILMS 


* A film entitled: "Poulet Au 
Vinugrc" at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre at 2000. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . . Td. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 64J993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cu llural Centre 6 24046 

Turkish Cultural Genire 639777 

Ha ya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 


Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library . ... 63711 1 
Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium al the 
Haya Arts Centre Open all week w;Uu 
a.tri. > 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash <4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: *M*J a.m.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Clnb. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions PhBaddpMa Gab. Meetings ev- 
ery second and founh Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hulcl. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440 

De U Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
TerraMlU Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church or die Anrouciatioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence id. 601359. 
Armadas Catholic Church AshraOeh. 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asfara 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafiefi. Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Lnicr- 
dcntwiinalionaJ): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
677534. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This in formalin is .supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJi information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. fiW.I 5320U.S. where it 
should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

18:15 Aqab.t I RJ ) 

10:20 Lamaca ( RJ | 

I8J0 Cairo (RJ) 

10J8 PamascusjRJ) 

10:30 Muscat. Dubai (RJ ) 

10:48 Sana ‘a, Jeddah (RJ I 

10:55 Abu Dhahi . Bahrain ( RJ I 

11:45 Dhahran. Kuwait iRJ) 

16:45 Helsinki (RJ) 

17.-45 Carnal RJ) 

18 JO New York. Vienna <RJ) 

18*5 CasaNjncj.Tuius<RJj 

19:45 Bangkok (RJ I 

00:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

10:20 Sanaa (LH) 

10J5 Cairo {MSI 

13*0 Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

13:20 Muscat. Bahrain (OF) 

14:35 Kuwait | RU I 

20:15 Beirut I ME) 

0OJ8 Baghdad (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 

88*0 Aqaba (RJ) 

12:15 Vienna. New York IRJ) 

1LJ8 Paris (RJ) 

12:45 Vienna, Chicago. Los Angeles 

(RJ) 

13:15 .... Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

13:30 Cairo (RJ) 

20--35 Kuwait (RJ) 

20-JB Bahrain. Doha) RJ) 

20:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

21*0 Jeddah {RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

‘21:45 Abu Dhahi. Dubai (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 7) 


66J8 

89:15 

11:10 

11x20 

14*0 

14-JO 


... Cairo. London (BA) 

Beirut (MEA) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

Cairo (MS) 

. Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 
Bahrain IGF) 


15J5 Kuwaiti KU) 

01:30 ... Pans(AF) 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:49 Fajr 

05:24 f Sunrise I Duha 

I2J3 Dhuhr 

■6:16 Asr 

19:43 Maghreb 

21:17 Isba 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Saturday rates 

Local scllhuy rates in lib 
Belgian franc (for JU) ...... *15.5/ 98.8 

Dutch guilder 177.8/ 184 

French franc 59.1/ 61.2 

Italian lira (for 100) 26.8/ 27.8 

Japanese yen (lor 100) 273.’ 2S3 

Swedish crown 57.5’ 59. J 

Swiss franc 237.6/ 246.5 

U. K. sterling pound 634/ 656.4 

UJ. dollar 341.7/ 353.3 

W. German mark 198. 4-' 205.9 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department Ol 
Meteorology. 

Due to a kham&inic depression cen- 
tred to the c-ist of Egypt . the weather is 
expected to be hot and hazy with 
medium and high clouds and south- 
easterly moderate winds. In Aqaba, n 
will be hazy with northerly moderate 
winds and calm seas. 

Min J max. temp. 

Amman 16 r 30 

Aqaba 25 1 41 

Deserts 19 1 38 

Jordan Valley 24 / 40 

Yesterday's high temperatures- Am- 
man 34. Aqaba 40. Humidity readings: 
Amman 12 per cent. Aqaba 19 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govcmorjic 89)228 

Amman Civil ITcfenec 198. 199 

Civ,l Defence trbid ....271293.273131 

Civil Defence Ouwcismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Sank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Frilice rescue 192. 62 1 MI. 637777 

Police headquarters 63914] 

Traffic police 896390/ 1 

Electric Power Co. 6JhJH I <4 . n248K I 
Municipal water complaints 771)25/8 
Queen Alia lml. Airport 108)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ...• 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman &36140 

Palestine. Shmekani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227 /9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

ALAhli. A Mali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Ai- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh ...... 775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital W22/kV50 

Anul Hospital 674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Suhai) Tannous — 

Dr. Jamil Maraqah 

Dr. Munir Wardah 

... 8W64 
... 776149 
... 784352 


... 668384 
. 66)9)2 


... 778336 . 

A 1 Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

.. 637055 
...623672 
... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 

...644945 
6J766Q . 

TAXIS: 




Khayy am taxi 

641541 



... .623050 



IRBIDr 

Dr. Ali Al Amri 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 

■(—)“: 

.... 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein 

KhaHfch pharmacy 

...985000 
.. .i985417 ‘ 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan ;.._r . 

773iU/jtf- 

-7J41U/1S- 


x. 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaint* ..^...^....^.661176 J 
telephone Information ...: :....• £2 . 
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Repair service 4L~ 
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to boycott airlines 
use Qalandia airport 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab Air 
Camera Organisation (AACO) 
Genera* assembly has decided to 
.boycott, all : world airlines which 
nse' Qalandia Airport in Jeru- 
-ssitem,' occupied in the 1967 
Afab-Israeit'war ^ AA CO ' Secret - 
aijfc /^General Adii Dajani 
arrobunced Sunday, 
v The decision was taken foUow- 
ingian Israeli announcement that 
thtnQalandia airport will be osed 
aS rfi civilian airport benefitting 
uie^ occupation authorities, 
according to Dajani, who is back 
from .the AACO meetings which 
was- concluded in Damascus last 


week. 

Dajani, .addressing journalists 
at the AACO headquarters in 
A mman, reviewed recommenda- 
tions and resolutions passed at 
the T>amasc«s meeting. 

He said that the AACO’s 
general assembly condemned last 
month’s hijacking of the Kuwaiti 
airliner, and hijacking of planes 
in general. 

It also condemned Israel’s 
military operation for assassinat- 
ing Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation leader Khalil Al Wazir 
which, he said, was carried out 
with the help of civilian aircraft 


Last month at an AACO meet- 
ing held in Amman. Dajani sent a 
cable on behalf of the delegates 
to the Kuwaiti Airways Board 
Chairman Ahmad Mushari ex- 
pressing condemnation of the hi- 
jacking of the Kuwaiti passenger 
plane as a terrorist act. and 
voiced the organisation's solidar- 
ity and support for the Kuwait 
Airways. 

According to Dajani, the 
general assembly decided to hold 
a seminar within the coming six 
months to discuss the merger of 
big world airlines and its effects 
on Arab civil aviation. 


Society to honour medical team 
Which worked in Lebanon camps 


- By Nadia Aland 
• Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the patron- 
age'of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Medical Aid 
for Palestinians Society in Amman 
will hold a reception in honour of 
the President of the Medical Aid 
for. Palestinians Dr. Derik Coop- 
ery Dr. SoushaT Ingh and nurse 
Susan Dayton' who lived and 
worked in refugee camps in Leba- 
non during the period interna- 
tionally recognised as “the war of 
cams" period in 1985. 

The reception wQl be an ex- 
pression of gratitude from the 
Jordanian people to the three 


■ medical personnel for their con- 
tinued efforts to help die Palesti- 
nian people and to ease their 
suffering in the refugee camps. 

Cooper, an established friend 
of the Arab World, especially the 
Palestinian people, had served in 
the British army during the Brit- 
ish mandate in Palestine prior to 
World War II and witnessed the 
conspiracy against the people of 
Palestine during that time. 

Since then. Cooper has worked 
. in different organisations aimed at 
supporting the Palestinians in 
their plights, which eventually led 
Israel into considering him as a 
persona non grata in the occupied 
territories in 1973. 
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RIFAI RECEIVES NA8ULSI: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday 
discussed with Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
Secretary General Mohammad Said Al Nabulsi, now on a visit to 
Jordan, scopes of cooperation between Jordan and the commission. 

PEACE CONFERENCE: Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ministry 
Secretary General Abdul Salam Al Abbadi Sunday returned home 
from Baghdad after taking part in the International People’s 
Conference on Peace, which ended in the Iraqi capital Saturday. 

GRADUATION: Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister 
Tbouqan Hindawi Sunday reviewed the challenges facing the 
Jordanian society and referred in particular to the role of Jordanian 
women in countering the challenges side by side with men to build a 
better future for the coming generations. The deputy prime minister 
was speaking at the graduation ceremony of the 34th batch of 
students from the Roman Catholic girls school, which was held at the 
Hussein Youth’ CHy Palace of Culture. 

ENVOY MEETS .MINISTER; Information Minister Ham Khasaw- 
neh Sunday reviewed with Yugoslav Ambassador to Jordan Zoran 
Popovic bilateral relations. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Secretary 
General Nabib Al Nimr also discussed with Swedish Ambasador to 
Jordan Lais Lonnback, bilateral relations. 

CANADIAN DEFENCE TEAM: A delegation from the National 
Defence College of Canada, currently on a visit to Jordan. Sunday 
toured a number of military institutions and sites, including the Royal 
War Academy, the command and staff college and the Fourth Royal 
Mechanised Division and were briefed about their activities and 
duties. . 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Jordan will take pan in the 
Arab- Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce meetings, due to 
be held in the Belgian capita! of Brussels Monday, to discuss the 
chamber's activities' and projects for the current year, and the 
arrangements for- the Arab economic and commercial days to be 
organised in both Belgium and Luxembourg next year. 

CULTIVATION OF LENTILS: A seminar on mechanising the 
cultivation of lentils in Jordan was held at Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) Sunday in cooperation with a 
specialised Canadian company. 

VETERINARIANS: The Jordanian Veterinarians Association 
(JVA) is making preparations for the June 10 elections of a board of 
directors. So for three vets have declared their, nomination as 
candidates for the post of board chairman. 

TEAM VISITS AL JAFR: A working team from the Planning 
Ministry, beaded by planning director. Sunday visited Ai Jafr area in 
the southern badia to explore areas that need to be developed in the 
various economic, social and agricultural areas. 

ANNUAL INCREMENTS: The cabinet has derided to grant two 
annual increments to community college graduates who have been 
appointed before the issuance of the new civil servants regulation, 
and who are still ax work. ' 

MAN JAILED: The military governor has endorsed the military 
court’s verdict sentencing Sa'adi Abdullah Hassan Ihab to 8 months 
in prison and payment of a fine of JD 200 after finding him guilty of 
embezzlement. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: Marking Jordan's Independence Day, 
Mu’ta University held Sunday the Open Karate Championship for 
Jordanian clubs in association with the Jordanian Karate Federation. 
The university president delivered a speech reviewing the achieve- 
ments Jordan attained in various fields under the leadership of His . 
Majesty King Hussein. 

ABS PLAY: The Revue art troupe at the Amman Baccalaureate 
School (ABS) performed over the past two days a play entitled. Al 
Muftah, the key, which speaks the story of the man’s struggle to 
achieve his goals. The play carries a call for people to live the reality 
and not to follow the mirage. It also embodies belonging to the land 
and love for the homeland. 
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ITALIAN DELEGATION: An Italian tourism delegation, 
which represents (he Ratio Viaggi Travel Agency in Italy arrived in 
Amman Sunday following an invitation extended to them by the 
Hnfifia y inn Company in Amman and Aqaba. Ratio Viaggi is 
mainly concenied with promoting Jordan in Italy. So far inttica- 
tions are that Italian touristic groups visiting the country this year 
wifi reach 65 groups.. This was a result of agree ment s reached in 
the Milano International Touristic Fair in February this year, in 
which Jordan was represented fry Mr. Faisal Aba Nuwar, director 
of sales and marketing at Holiday Inn in Amman and Aqaba. 


He was expelled from the occu- 
pied Arab territories and was 
given 24 hours in which to leave 
the country. 

Surgeon Soushai Ingh. a Sing- 
aporean national, joined a medic- 
al team working in Lebanon dur- 
ing the Israeli invasion of the 
country in 1982. 

In the Sabra camp. Ingh was 
sentenced to death by shooting by 
Israelis but as saved at the last 
minute wbei an Israeli soldier 
checked her f. <ssport and feared 
consequences f her execution. 
She was pulled <ut of a line which 
was destined to be killed and was 
taken to the officer in command 
who asked to leave the country 
immediately. 

In 1985. when Lebanon based 
refugee camps were under siege, 
Ingh formed a medical team and 
headed towards Beirut to help 
the Red Cross hospital of Haifa in 
Bourj Al Barajneh camp. 

Nurse Dayton, volunteered to 
work in Beirut in 1986 with Dr. 
Pauline Cutting until the situation 
in the camps under siege deterio- 
rated and there was no chance for 
her to say. 

Upon her return to England in 
March 1987. Dayton was pre- 
sented with the Medal of Honour 
by Queen Elizabeth of England 
in recognition for her bravery in 
Lebanon. 

Dayton bas since returned to 
Lebanon and visited the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip disregarding 
all threats to kill her. 

The Medical Aid for Palesti- 
nians Committee, was established 
in 1984 by Cooper and is reg- 
istered in England as a charity 
organisation. The committee has 
already sent seven different 
medical teams to Lebanon. 


Majali: 

New system 
to reorganise 
police force 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director General Abdul Hadi Al 
Majali said Sunday that the- im- 
plementation of a PSD compre- 
hensive security programme re- 
quired dosing of earlier police 
stations in some areas of the 
Kingdom. 

Addressing a meeting held at 
the Police Academy in Amman, 
Majali said that the new security 
centres, which replaced the police 
stations, involve the participation 
of citizens and reorganisation of 
the police force in the country. 

The new system indudes new 
training programmes for the 
police, recruiting selected groups 
of skilled elements to promote 
the work of the police force, and 
providing special technical equip- 
ment. new spedally equipped 
vehicles and new and modem 
communication systems, Majali 
noted. 

Later, a new training course on 
combating narcotics opened at 
the academy and was addressed 
by Majali’s assistant and offidals 
from a U S. anti-narcotics 
bureau, which is organising the 
course. 



Princess Basina Sunday presents a diploma to a student who 
completed a course at Marks Vocational Training Centre (Petra 
photo) 

Princess Basma presents 
diplomas to 43 students 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees of 
Queen Alia Jordan Sodal Wel- 
fare Fund, Sunday presented di- 
plomas to 43 students who com- 
pleted two training courses on 
sales and sewing, organised by 
the vocational training centTc in 
Marka. 

Sunday’s event comes as part 
of Jordan's celebrations of the 
Independence Day, which is cele- 
brated in various parts of the 
Kingdom. 

Princess Basma also inaugu- 
rated the library festival, orga- 
nised by the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) in coopera- 
tion with Department of Librar- 
ies. Documentation and National 
Archives, to mark the occasion. 
The celebration was attended by 
Ministry of Social Development 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Suqour and the VTC Director 
General Munther Al Masri. 

Irbid Governor Akram Al Nas- 
ser opened a plastic art and hand- 
icraft exhibition organised by 


Irbid Secondary Girls School to 
celebrate the Independence Day. 

In Zarqa Govemorate Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia 
Saturday presented certificates to 
88 students who have completed 
training on sewing, typing and 
hairdressing, organised by Zarqa 
Cultural Centre. 

Princess Alia also opened 
handicraft and flower exhibition, 
organised by the centre in coop- 
eration with the Education De- 
partment. 

To mark the occasion also, the 
Greek Catholic School in Zarqa 
held a sport, cultural and an 
festival under the patronage of 
the Education Department 
director. 

The celebration was attended 
by the Greek Catholic bishop and 
number of government officials. 

In Ramtha. Hussein Habash- 
neh. the district governor, 
attended a special celebration 
held on the occasion. 

The celebration included 
marches, and folkloric perform- 
ances. 


Arab 

cardiologists 
to meet on 
June 2 

AMMAN (Petra) — Cardiolog- 
ists from different parts of the 
Arab World will gather in Am- 
man on June 2 for the first consti- 
tuent assembly meeting of the 
newly established .Arab Cardiac 
Society (ACS). 

The ACS's Secretary General 
Dr. Munir Arida said in the 
three-day meeting the cardiolog- 
ists will endorse the ACS internal 
regulations and statutes, elect an 
administrative board and set a 
date for holding the first ACS 
conference. 

The idea of establishing the 
society was fostered several years 
ago but was generally accepted 
and endorsed at a heart confer- 
ence beld in Amman in 1986, 
Arida said. 

Jordan, he added, has adopted 
foe idea of a society and has been 
working, in cooperation with car- 
diologists from the Arab World, 
to establish the ACS which would 
promote the work of Arab car- 
diologists. 

“Last January, Arab cardiolog- 



Dr. Munir Arida 

ists held a conference in Dubai 
when they finally endorsed the 
idea of a society and elected Dr. 
Daoud Hanania from Jordan to 
serve as its first president,” Arida 
said. 

He said that the coming meet- 
ing is designed to lay down the 
society’s final organisation and 
elect new ACS board of direc- 
tors. 

“The ACS groups cardiologists 
and researchers in heart surgery 
and is composed of several com- 
mittees, each dealing with certain 
specialisation,” Arida said. 

The ACS will organise semi- 
nars, conferences and other 
gatherings, and will help promote 
an exchange of information and 
expertise within the Arab World 
for the benefit of cardiologists 
and Arab citizens, Arida added. 


RACA to meet on Junel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Near 
East, North Africa Regional 
Agricultural Credit Association 
(RACA) will open general 
assembly meetings at its head- 
quarters in Amman on June 1 in 
cooperation with the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation, the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation, the 
Central Bank of Jordan and the 
Jordanian Farmers Association. 

At least 80 RACA members 
wfll take part in the meetings to 
discuss subjects pertaining to cre- 
dit to farmers, RACA annual 
report and future plans. 


RACA wid also organise a 
seminar on ways for following up 
the implementation of agricultu- 
ral credit programmes, according 
to an association official. 

He said that the seminar will 
review four different working 
papers one of which will be sulv 
mitted by foe U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 
Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Hmoud is expected to open the 
meetings during which delegates 
from 33 member institutions will 
elect a new board for a new term. 


NRA team leaves for Bahrain 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — A de- 
legation from the Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) left for 
Bahrain on a month-long visit 
and inspection of training prog- 
rammes for the exploitation of 
natural gas and its nse to generate 
electricity. 

The team, which groups en- 
gineers and technicians working 
for foe NRA. will acquire neces- 
sary skills for the exploitation of 
gas finds at Rishe Fields near the 
Iraqi border. 

Last month Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources His ham 
Al Khatib announced that Jordan 
will start using natural gas disco- 
vered at Rishe Fields for power 
generation early next year. 

“The coming decade- is ex- 
pected to witness a new, major 
transformation in the develop- 
ment of the Kingdom’s mineral 
resources, especially oil and gas, 
which would help cut down on 
the country’s fuel bill,” Khatib 
said in an address with which he 


opened the third Jordanian 
Geological Conference. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) Assistant Director Gener- 
al Walid Jaouni confirmed later 
that plans have been made for foe 
installation of two 30-megawatt 
gas turbine power generation un- 
its at the Rishe Fields, and work 
was progressing on a two-stage 
310-kilometre long transmission 
line to link Al Rishe Fields with 
the national grid. 

In January, Ministry of Energy 
officials said the discovery of 
large quantities of natural gas in 
Al Rishe area delayed the execu- 
tion of the second phase of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station 
until next year. 

The officials said that prelimin- 
ary indication calls for further 
planning and more long-term stu- 
dies to divert the Jordanian eco- 
nomy towards the use of natural 
gas. 

At present, gas produced by Al 
Rishe Fields comes out at the rate 


of 2,000 barrels a day, but studies 
indicate that the area would be 
developed to increase its gas pro- 
duction soon. 

Most of Jordan's fuel is now 
imported from Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia and the NRA hopes that 
the new gas finds will help reduce 
the Kingdom’s dependence on 
imported oil through further de- 
velopment of the Hamzeh Oil 
Fields which at present produce 
500 barrels a day of crude oil. 

“The NRA is enlisting the help 
of oil companies to find oil in a 
number of regions and will con- 
tinue to work diligently to 
achieve that goal, NRA President 
Kamal Jreisat was quoted as 
saying earlier this month. 

Jreisat said that through the 
technique of remote sensing, foe 
NRA was able to discover Rishe 
Gas Field number three, and 
plans are being laid down to 
establish a special remote sensing 
unit to help in the work of oil 
exploration in the Kingdom. 


UNRWA teachers 
stage 2nd sit-in 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Eighty-two elected representatives of 
over 4,000 United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) teachers, staged 
their second sit-in Sunday in protest against the 
agency’s disregard for their demands. 


Adnan Hamad, head of the 
demonstrators and principal of 
UNRWA sponsored Al Man- 
shiah school, told the Jordan 
Times that foe UNRWA teachers 
have "tried all possible means 
open to us before we reached this 


are paid monthly pension after 
retirement, UNRWA employees 
only receive end of service com- 
pensation. He added that govern- 
ment employees are stilt receiving 
cost of living allowances while 
these were stopped for UNRWA 


stage." of peaceful demonstra- employees since Jan. 1, 1985. 


Lion. 

He said adopting this “negative 
method in conveying our message 
is the last thing we would have 
thought of. but what do you do 
when all doors are closed in your 
face?" 

Hie demonstrators have a list 
of over ten demands which apply 
to different aspects of financial 
returns and health insurance for 
their work. 

To them, all their demands are 
reasonable and well studied, but 
UNRWA officials maintain that 
“the wages and security benefits 
offered by the agency (to its 
employees) are better than those 
of government employed 
teachers in our host country, 
Jordan.” 

Abdul Rahman Itayem, UN- 
RWA information officer in Am- 
man, (old the Jordan Times that 
“these employees forget that we 
are not a government, we are an 
organisation which depends on 
international donations for its 
budget." 

Both UNRWA officials and 
UNRWA teachers are using the 
formula of comparison with gov- 
ernment employed teachers to 
support their contradicting argu- 
ments. 

According to Itayem. an UN- 
RWA teacher who carries a com- 
munity college degree receives a 
basic salary of JD 127 per month, 
while a university graduate starts 
at JD 160. According to a source 
in the Jordanian government the 
basic salary for its teachers is 
around JD 85. 

But Hamad pointed out that 
“the agency still regards our 
situation as if we are better off 
than our government counter- 
parts, they compare a salary by 
salary, they do not compare one 
reality with another.” 

The examples given by Hamad 
as indications of UNRWA 
teachers reality is “job security.” 
Hamad explained that “teachers 
working for the agency work in 
constant fear that the agency 
would run out of funds and be 
unable to pay us, we would loose 
our jobs, this is a fear that could 
not be given any concrete price.” 

He added that retirement age 
for government employees is af- 
ter 20 years of service for men 
and 15 years for women, while 
UNRWA teachers are only enti- 
tled to retirement benefits after 
30 years of service, “those 30 
years were a concession by the 
agency which they regard as a 
very positive step." Hamad said. 

No cost of living 
allowances 

Hamad told the Jordan Times 
that while government employees 


What initially triggered the 
whole controversy is an UNRWA 
derision to give a ten per cent 
increase in wages to senior staff, 
while the argument of insufficient 
funds and financial crises was 
being used on the teachers and 
staff in lower categories. 

Hamad said that this move has 
created a “sense of disappoint- 
ment and sensitivity among the 
small employees.” He explained 
that the senior staff s . increase 
could cover a wage increase for 
50 per cent of the teachers. 

Itayem argued that the increase 
in income was not for al! of the 
senior sraff but for those em- 
ployees who have to “be appreci- 
ated for the volume of responsi- 
bility they carry," he explained 
that this added income “does not 
enter their basic salary, it is consi- 
dered an allowance.” He stressed 
that "these people could not be 
matched as far as the agency 
could see.” 

But he concedes that more 
could have been done to better 
the status of the teachers in the 
agency if it was not for the finan- 
cial crisis which hit the agency in 
85. “The agency had a budget 
deficit of $85 million.” 

He also said that "85 per cent 
of the budget of the agency is 
spent on salaries for its over 
17,000 employees in the Middle 
East and headquarters in Vien- 
na." Itayem pointed out that the 
agency receives money from 
donor countries "to maintain our 
current activities and not to over- 
spend.” 

Health insurance 

The demands of the -demon- 
strators include health insurance. 
Hamad said the agency's insur- 
ance covers only 2 per cent of 
hospitalisation for its employees 
and their dependents, but does 


not include other health services. 

1 tavern discredited the import- 
ance of the claim, "while it is true 
that we pay about 2.5 per cent of 
hospitalisation, we have many 
UNRWA affiliated healrn centres 
and clinics which oil-., medical 
services to UNRWA employees 
free of charge.” he said. 

Hamad also said the duration 
of their school year is longer than 
that adopted in Jordan. "If we 
are going to use a c mparison 
theory then it should jpplv to the 
different aspects of ocr job.” 

“He explained that UNRWA 
affiliated training centres (there 
are two) have a 42-week scholas- 
tic year, their counterparts in 
government have 35-week scho- 
lastic year. Hamad said: “This 
means that we work for an extra 
seven weeks a year without finan- 
cial return.” 

More students in classes 

The number of students in the 
average class, according to 
Hamad, ideally would be around 
25-30 students per class, but in 
UNRWA schools this is not the 
case, “student load in a single 
class is around 50 students which 
reflects negatively on the quality 
of education they receive." 

Hamad denied claims made by 
UNRWA officials about the 
naiveties of their strike during the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories. "We do not allow 
anyone to doubt our feelings to- 
wards our people in the occupied 
territories. " He said the two 
issues were not related and 
should be left that way. 

Will this peaceful demonstra- 
tion bring any results? Hamad, 
speaking on behalf of the 
teachers said that their “hopes 
are very high that the agency 
would listen to the voice of 
reason and would give us our 
rights." 

Asked whether they would 
take further measures to pressure 
the agency into complying. 
Hamad did not give details but he 
said, “we will continue to push 
for our rights, but we want to 
reassure you that we will not do 
anything which will adversely 
affect our students.” 

There are 196 UNRWA affili- 
ated schools in Jordan. 176 of 
which work double shift — morn- 
ing ancf afternoon — and another 
20 operate single shift, these 
schools provide education for 
around 135.000 students, all in- 
side and outside refugee camps. 


RSS, METU discuss 
bilateral cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior offi- 
cial from the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) has discussed the 
society's cooperation in elec- 
tromedical technology with offi- 
cials from the Middle East Tech- 
nical University (METU) in Ank- 
ara, according to the second issue 
of the RSS news for May. 

It said that Dr. Hagob Pelte- 
kian, who is director of tbe RSS's 
Electronic Services and Training 
Centre, agreed with the METU 
to promote cooperation in the 
following fields: Joint research 
projects on subjects of mutual 


interest, exchange of engineer.-, 
technicians and experts for the 
purpose of research, training 3nd 
consultation in the field of elec- 
tromedical technology, exchange 
of scientific and technological in- 
formation. organisation" of bi- 
lateral scientific conference and 
training programmes of mutual 
interest. 

The RSS News quoted Pelte- 
kian as saying the agreement 
comes within foe context of a 
scientific cooperation protocol 
signed by Turkey and Jordan in 
1983. 
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Specialists and government officials attend a work- 
shop on Jordanian Seismic Zoning and Earthquake 
Resistance Building Code which opened al the 


Royal Scientific Society in Amman Sunday (Petra 
photo) 


Workshop on seismic zoning opens 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — A five- 
day workshop on Jordanian Seis- 
mic Zoning and Earthquake Re- 
sistance Building Code, opened 
at foe Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) in Amman Sunday. 

Participants, representing 
different ministries and con- 
cerned national institutions as 
well as specialists on earthquake 
from different countries, are re- 
vising the earthquake map in 
Jordan and the RSS’s building 
code which provides for adequate 
measures to ensure safety from 
earthquakes. 

The symposium was organised 
by foe RSS in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Planning and UN- 


ESCO (United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation). 

In July last year, the RSS orga- 
nised a five-day symposium on 
reducing the effects of earth- 
quakes in foe Kingdom. 

The participants worked out a 
tentative programme for provid- 
ing a three year comprehensive 
training course to Jordanian per- 
sonnelou Seismology. 

That meeting paved the way 
for Sunday's workshop which is 
also designed to find means to 
control the effects of earthquake 
in the Kingdom. 

During last year's meeting, the 
participants addressed such sub- 


jects as Jordan's needs for train- 
ing courses on earthquake-re- 
lated topics, designing earth- 
quake-resistant buildings, dams 
and bridges, and establishing a 
national network to protect civi- 
lians during earthquakes. 

UNESCO is currently involved 
in carrying out part of a project 
for reducing the dangers or con- 
sequences of earthquakes in the 
country, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

it said-that the project is being 
financed through a 450,000 
Kuwait dinar loan from the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. 
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First things first 

EFFORTS are under way in earnest to prepare for the 
extraordinary Arab summit scheduled to be held in 
Algiers on June 7, and, judging from Arab reports, it is 
evident that one of the major issues facing the Arab 
leaders is whether to leave the agenda open or limit it to 
the Palestinian uprising in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. What seems to he overlooked in the behind-the- 
scene consultations is the fact that summits, by definition, 
are supposed to be attended by leaders of the highest level 
and therefore it should be the political right of the leaders 
to raise any issues that warrant discussion in the context 
of Arab coordination and joint Arab action. 

By the same token, it is widely accepted, both in the 
Arab World and outside, that as long as the Iran-lraq 
war drags on very little could be achieved in the way of 
concrete steps from Arab summits on any other issue 
since the Arab Gulf leaders are preoccupied with the 
implications of the almost eight-year-old conflict. The 
recent addition to the American fleet in the Gulf of 
formidable firepower has raised prospects for further 
Iranian-American confrontation in the strategic water- 
way and added to the already intense concern of the Gulf 
states, which will find themselves as the target for Iranian 
fury sparked by predictable setbacks in the Gulf waters 
as well as on the battlefield with Iraq. It is difficult to 
expect from the Algiers summit any solid step to support 
the Palestinian uprising without having the Arab leaders 
addressing the Iran-lraq conflict and other issues of 
common concern. 

The recent Iraqi advances on the battlefield should 
indeed be a pointer to the Arab leaders that the military 
balance is gradually tilting in favour of Iraq despite the 
numerical superiority of the Iranians. Tehran does not 
seem to have accepted the reality, as was evident from 
Saturday's message issued by Khomeini to the Iranian 
parliament. Political mediation spearheaded by the inter- 
national community seems to be getting nowhere either. 

The Algiers summit offers the right forum for Arab 
leaders to reassess their strategy , if indeed there is one, 
on the Iran-lraq war, to rally behind Iraq both politically 
and militarily, and to address the Iranians in a single 
voice. If that is an unattainable goal, there seems to be 
little sense in a summit where leaders half-heartedly 
discuss an issue while they are seriously preoccupied with 
another. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Looking towards Moscow 

IT is quite natural to think that the superpower summit which opens 
in Moscow Sunday is on the mind of nli people around the world in 
view of the results that might come out of such an important meeting 
between the heads of the two greatest nations on earth. The two 
leaders. Regan and Gorbachev, are expected to discuss a host of very 
important questions like disarmament and regional issues like the 
Middle East. But it is quite logical to assume that the Middle East 
question would not be at the top of priorities since Washington has 
not made any change in its position and has not declared its support 
for an international conference nor for the rights of the Palestinian 
people in their own homeland. Washington is echoing the rsraeli view 
and supporting Israeli leaders' rejections of any call for withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territories. In the light of these facts, we have 
little hope that Reagan and Gorbachev will find sufficient time to 
discuss the Arab-lsraeli conflict. In addition. Reagan is expected to 
bring up the question of Soviet Jews and their human rights, and to 
call on the Soviet leader to open the door for these Jews to emigrate 
to Israel. 

Al Dustour: East-West detente 

THE heads of the two superpowers hold a summit meeting in 
Moscow Sunday amid indications of great improvement in relations 
between them. The meeting is considered another stage in East-West 
detente, and another step towards stemming the nuclear arms race 
and nuclear wars. Any progress in the talks by the two leaders is 
bound to be reflected positively on all relations between countries in 
the East and the West; and to promote international cooperation to 
end regional conflicts and enhance the cause of peace. We closely 
watch the outcome of the Moscow summit and join the peoples of the 
world in hoping that the two leaders will give the Middle East 
question due consideration and concern since it constitutes one of the 
most chronic issues in the world, and entails danger to the whole 
universe. We hope that Reagan and Gorbachev will tackle the 
Arab-l5raeli conflict at a time when the Palestinian people escalate 
their uprising and their revolt against the occupation forces and 
against oppression. We beHeve that the Middle East question will 
impose itself on the coming summit in view of the seriousness of the 
'situation in our region, and we hope that the two leaders will reach a 
formula leading to the establishment of a just and lasting peace. 

Sawt AJ Shaab: Moscow summit 

THE Soviet-American summit in Moscow is bound to discuss world 
issues in general and the Arab-Israeli conflict in particular. The 
Soviet Union holds a clear position and supports the Arab rights and 
the call for the convening of an international conference to help end 
this conflict and establish a lasting peace. Moscow has more than 
once supported Jordan's views in this regard and the efforts of King 
Hussein to reach a lasting and romprehensive peace. The Arab rights 
and the Palestinian cause have won the support of nations in Europe 
and the rest of the world. This has brought about a slight change in 
the American position, making Washington more flexible in its views 
about the issue. But the American stand will be put to the test at the 
Moscow summit and the U.S. will have to declare its position clearly 
with regard to the projected peace conference which is demanded by 
the Arabs and the peace loving nations of the world. We regard the 
superpower summit in Moscow as another positive step towards 
detente: and hope that the two powers will arrive at an acceptable 
formula that would pave the way for a Middle East peace. 


School holidays revisited 


IF ONE were to describe Jordan, country and people, 1 think three 
principal words would be most apt: Moderate, flexible and 
reasonable. Seldom if at all has Jordan been dogmatic or 
doctrinaire about any issue or subject matter affecting its domestic 
or external pursuits or policies. It views and confronts its interna! 
and foreign challenges and vexing problems with open mindedness 
and tolerance for opposite and conflicting ideas provided they can 
conform to its principled positions and guidelines. 

Viewed against the above-mentioned backdrop, one must pre- 
sume that our experimentations with school curricula and holiday 
periods for our elementary and secondary schooling systems is 
subject to the tribulations of trial and error and that there is nothing 
dogmatic or fixed about the new attitudes and rules introduced to 
our schools sort of abruptly in the middle of the scholastic year 
1987-88. The part which is concerned with the distribution of school 
holidays or vacation times has attracted most attention by student' 
and teacher alike, not to mention the parents, because it was a 
major departure from established perspectives on school holidays 
in Jordan. We have lived wjth the same rules and guidelines which 
governed this subject for too long and no one dared molesting them 
or interfering with them. National habits formed and crystalised 
around the long-held tradition of allocating long summer holidays 
and short intervals of vacations in during scholastic years. Many of 
us took it for granted that old traditions die hard and never thought 
it is conceivable to amend the fixed programmes for our students. 

1 must presume that the decision to make changes in our school 
programmes and holiday periods came in the wake of painstaking 
research and investigation. One must also presume that any such 
research and investigation was conducted with the collective views 
of students, parents and teachers taken into consideration in 
varying degrees relative to their respective importance. After all. 
(he students and their parents are directly affected by any such 
decisions and it is in the nature of Jordan to democratise the 
decision-making process in such issues as much as possible. Vet the 
abruptness with which the decision on this matter was taken, with 
rbe students and their parents and many teachers caught by surprise 
and unprepared, makes one weary of whether such a decision was 
broadly based. This fact has led the Jordanian Educational 
Department in the West Bank to sort of rebel and declare that it 
was unable to introduce such major changes in the school life-style 
all of a sudden. Such suddenness also rebuts the presumption that 
the whole country was warned or advised of the impending changes 
before hand in order to prepare itself to such rectifications. Even 
positive and profoundly good changes require a transitional time 


ByWaleed Sadi 

for implementation in order to guage how the country can gear up 
to them and adjust to the new ways of life that would have to ensue 
as a consequence of their incorporation in the overall life-style of 
the country. Yet ail such precautionary steps were wantonly 
by-passed as if the intention was to preempt public reaction by a fait 
accompli. Such is not the style or habit of Jordan and that’s why 
many parents were bothered not so much by the changes 
themselves as by the ways adopted for their implementation. And 
one is hard put to explain why such innovations had to be 
introduced right in the middle of the scholastic year instead of 
waiting until the end of the school year to proclaim the new rules 
applicable for the forthcoming year. That would have been more in 
conformity with the Jordanian mode of conducting its internal 
affairs. 

As far as the substance of the whole experiment (I trust it is an 
experiment) regarding school vacation periods. I wonder if the 
following factors were taken into consideration: 

First, the climatic conditions in Jordan with August and June 
being among the hottest months. We certainly cannot afford the 
deployment of air conditioning in out public schools and according- 
ly our students will have to sweat it out during these two difficult 
months for objectives that have yet to be corroborated by clinical 
evidence in this country. We cannot dismiss this point about 
climatic considerations because the whole world has learned to give 
them their due after much trial and error. And since we are 
concerned with quality education not just the number of class-hours 
and quantitative criteria. 1 wonder if this matter was given its full 
due when it was derided to close ihe school year late in the hot 
summer season and begin it almost in the middle of the hot 
summer. 

Secondly, for the majority of the student body in Jordan who 
cannot afford to go skiing in the winter and visit Egypt or the Greek 
island in the spring, one wonders what possible use is the three 
weeks winter holiday and the rwo weeks spring holiday for them. 
The students and teachers certainly need a break or two during the 
school year over and above the main summer holidays, but is it 
reasonable to have such long breaks when only the rich make use 
of? Wouldn't it be more advisable to have a ten days winter 
vacation and a one week spring vacation and lengthen the summer 
vacation. And has it crossed our minds that perhaps the needy 
families need their youngsters to work during the summer in order 
to help them out to meet their economic needs? In fact many 
teen-agers from poor families do seek employment here and there 
including in the agricultural sector of our economy in order to save 


some money on which they can sustain themselves during the 

normal school year. , , .. . 

One often hears the remark that three months of summer holiday 
are simply too long as students would return to school I forgetting 
what they have learned in the preceding school year. Well, many 
co un tries with similar climatic conditions to ours did not scemio 
register or record that conclusion yet. In fact many countnes with 
long hot summers have four-months breaks insteaa of three. 
Besides, if there is fear that long breaks could damage the 
accumulative knowledge of our students, then, I am afraid, we must 
be more concerned with the days and years after graduation.^ If 
three months are construed as long enough to intervene with 
normal acquisition of knowledge and that such durations are long 
enough to cause (he evaporation of what education our students 
have gathered during the school year, then I am afraid there is 
something basically wrong with the whole educational system in 
Jordan. School habits and educational methods iu our country -are 
such that one may not really fear the disappearance of the 
knowledge acquired during the long school months. We would 
render our education system too much injustice if we entertain the 
presumption that all will be lost and gone with if our students have 
three months break during the long hot summer. Moreover, 
empirical evidence in Jordan does not support such propositions 
and the results and fruits of our educational system does not bear 
out such gloomy forecast and prognosis. 

This is not to suggest that there is no room to improve our school 
system. On the contrary there are plenty of reasons to enhance the 
quality of our education. But let’s begin with substantive issues that 
touch the heart of our educational system rather than have our 
students suffer needlessly the agonies of classrooms in the long"bot 
summer. To cite just a few examples, many of our enlightened 
educators maintain that nowadays the emphasis is on the. phe- 
nomenon of “recognition" rather than on “creativity’’ and "pro- 
duction” and that we have acquired such new approaches from 
foreign experiments which have not proved their worth or validity. 
Others cite the “memorisation” style of education in our schools as 
the most demoralising way of educating our youngsters. Some go as 
far as questioning the whole foundation of the Tawjihi certificate 
programme and call it archaic. With all honesty a layman like 
myself cannot pass a judgement on such intricate issues -in the 
science of education and therefore prefer to confine myself to. such 
subjects and issues that parents have the right and duty to express 
their thoughts on. School breaks, I think, is a subject that the 
average citizen can touch on because it affects him as well as his 
children. 


What Palestinians should do to attain statehood 


By Jerome M. Segal 

WASHINGTON — The uprising 
in the occupied territories is the 
most important event in the last 
20 years of Palestinian history. 
The most fundamental meaning 
of the uprising consists in the 
transformation it is bringing to 
virtually the entire Palestinian 
population of the territories. For 
the first time they have fully 
entered history as agents of their 
own destiny. 

Yet for all that, it is not ob- 
vious that the uprising has moved 
the Palestinian people any closer 
to attaining an independent state. 
It appears that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has suc- 
cessfully blocked American 
efforts to initiate an international 
conference , and public-opinion 
p'Hs suggest that, if anything, the 
Israeli public has moved a bit to 
the right. 

Inside Israel there are those 
that say that, if no settlement is 
reached soon, there will be 
another war with the Arab coun- 
tries, yet there are no Israeli 
leaders acting derisively for the 
self-interest of their own country. 
Inside the United States, the 
American Jewish community is 
unable to find a strong moral 
voice, and within the Palestinian 
world there seems to be a shor- 
tage of ideas as to how to move 
from the present situation to 
statehood. 

It is time to rethink some of the 
basic premises. Up to now, 
Palestinians have placed 
tremendous import on an interna- 
tional conference, negotiations, 
and PLO representation at such 
negotiations. Not much is heard 


about what happens if such nego- 
tiations begin and then deadlock. 
Perhaps it is believed rhaf the 
price of failure v-'ould be so great 
that once started, it would ne- 
cessitate a comprehensive solu- 
tion. Vet this is wishful thinking. 
It is perfectly lixely that negotia- 
tions will simply be unable to 
generate a solution acceptable to 
Israelis and Palestinians, and it is 
also likely that the superpowers 
will lack the will to impose a 
solution. 

If we probe a fill deeper." we 
see that the present strategy for 
attaining an independent Palesti- 
nian state embodies a model that 
needs to be challenged. That 
model is that statehood emerges 
from negotiations and agree- 
ments. In short, it assumes that 
no Palestinian state can come into 
existence unless there is prior 
Israeli approval. 

Yet consider how Israel itself 
came into existence. Following 
the U.N. partition resolution of 
1947, the Israelis simply declared 
the existence of the state of 
Israel. Indeed, they made that 
declaration contrary to the urging 
of the U.S. State Department. 
They did not get Arab or Palesti- 
nian advance approval. They did 
not negotiate with the Palesti- 
nians. They proceeded unilateral- 
ly, and gradually secured interna- 
tional recognition, admission to 
the United Nations, and effective 
control of territory. 

There are important analogies 
and non-analogies here for the 
Palestinians. Today’s military and 
political realities totally preclude 
achieving statehood through 
force of arms. But on the other 
hand, today’s political, moral. 


economic and psychological reali- 
ties offer new alternatives within 
the same basic concept: The 
Palestinians do not need advance 
Israeli approval to bring a state 
into existence, and there is no 
reason why they should cede 
such power to Israel. Indeed, to 
do so is inconsistent with the 
underlying spirit of the uprising. 

An alternative strategy is possi- 
ble — one that overnight will 
transform the political agenda, 
and place the two-state- solution .. 
in centre stage as the only peace 
option. Here is how the Palesti- 
nians might proceed. 


Palestinian people. 

— The new government issue 
Law 1 that proclaims: The state 
of Palestine declares itself at 
peace with the state of Israel, the 
state of Palestine will not main- 
tain an army. 

— The new government offers 
Israel the exchange of ambassa- 
dors and mutual recognition. 

— Law 2 is issued, forbidding 
all acts of terrorism and announc- 
ing penalties for any violations. 

— A worldwide diplomatic 
offensive is declared seeking rec- 
ognition of the new state and its 


“If we probe a bit deep- 
er, we see that the pre- 
sent strategy for attaining 
an independent Palesti- 
nian state embodies a 
model that needs to be 
challenged. That model is 


that statehood emerges 
from negotiations and 
agreements. In short, it 
assumes that no Palesti- 
nian state can come into 
existence unless there is 
prior Israeli approval. 


— The PLO issues a declara- 
tion of independence and state- 
hood. announcing the existence 
of the state of Palestine, in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Simul- 
taneously the declaration of inde- 
pendence and statehood is 
announced throughout the occu- 
pied territories. 

— The PLO proclaims, as its 
final act, its transformation into 
the provisional government of 
the state of Palestine. The Palestine 
National Council (PNC) is trans- 
formed into the legislative body 
of the provisional government. 
All government positions are de- 
clared provisional pending the 
possibility of free election by the 


admission to the United Nations. 

— The provisional government 
calls for direct negotiations to set 
boundaries with Israel and to 
establish a permanent Israel- 
Paiestine peace treaty. 

— Israeli withdrawal becomes 
the central demand, interna- 
tionally and within the territories. 
All the energy currently ex- 
panded on peripheral matters is 
now concentrated on this single 
demand. Whereas, previously 
Israel was occupying a territory, 
it is now occupying a foreign 
country that has declared that it Is 
at peace. To promote withdrawal 
aud to eliminate any excuses for a 
continued military presence, the 


provisional government 
announces a ban on all lethally 
violent attacks on Israeli soldiers; 
no violence is aJIowd agaist set- 
tlers except in dear self-defence. 
At the same time, the Palestinian 
people are called to enter into 
only symbolic activity directed 
against Israeli soldiers in the ter- 
ritories. Stone throwing is permit- 
ted, but only insofar as it is 
undertaken symbolically,. (I.e. 
with no lethal intent). Use of 
gasoline bombs is forbidden. If 
diplomatic efforts fail to secure 
either negotiations or withdraw- 
al. an intensified campaign of 
international economic pressure 
is undertaken. 

— The real focus of energies 
will be on building the inner 
sinews of national life and state- 
hood by the following measures: 
Secret local elections, economic 
self-reliance, reopened schools or 
classes held in secret, soda! ser- 
vices expended on a village level, 
a national anthem emphasising 
peace. 

— With the assistance of the 
Arab states the provisional gov- 
ernment should issue a new 
Palestinian currency. To ensure 
its use and value even during the 
period of occupation, its conver- 
sion into dollars should be 
guaranteed. Within the territories 
a small gold coin should be intro- 
duced. The inherent value of the 
coin will ensure that it will be 
taken seriously even by Israelis. Ev- 
ery time a transaction is paid 
using this coin. Palestinian state- 
hood will be affirmed. 

— The new government, to 
symbolise the end to stateless- 
ness, should promptly issue pass- 
ports. These should be made 


available to any Palestinian in the 
world who desires one. ' An 
announcement should be made 
that the state of Palestine will 
allow dual citizenship. Palesti- 
nians who are citizens of other 
states should be encouraged to 
apply for and travel on Palcstinan 
passports. 

— The provisional government 
and tiie new constitution should 
proclaim that Palestine; 
democracy with an independent 
judiciary and .of rights to 
protect individual liberties. The 
United Nations will be asked to 
supervise the first possible 
national election. 

The great merit of this 
approach is that the two-state 
solution, which continues to be 
viewed as a “non-staiter” in 
Israel and the United States, will 
simply start itself. In doing so. it 
will follow the spirit of the upris- 
ing: That the Palestinian people 
on the ground will deride their 
own destiny. 

Let me add a final personal 
note: If it seems odd that a Jew 
should offer his thoughts on how 
Palestinians can be successful in 
their struggle for statehood, I 
should state my conviction that 
the straggle for an independent 
Palestinian state is also the strug- 
gle for a humane and safe Israel, 
and that there can be no Judaism 
without a commitment to justice. 

Jerome Segal, who is a re- 
search scholar at the Centre for 
Philosophy and Public Policy at 
the University of Maryland and a 
founder of the Jewish' Committee 
for Israeii-Palestinian Peace, 
wrote this article for The 
Washington Post. 


Polisario fighters drifting 
back to Moroccan lines 


By Michael Goldsmith 

The Associated Press 

EL AYOUN, Western Sahara — 
Cherif Hassana, for 12 years a 
guerrilla fighter, put his turban 
on the end of his rifle and surren- 
dered to Moroccan soldiers. 
Bachir Hammed slipped away 
from a guerrilla-sponsored soccer 
team during an overseas tour. 

With the declining fortunes of 
rbe Marxist-led Polisario inde- 
pendence movement in the West- 
ern Sahara, more and more guer- 
rillas are deserting the movement 
and drifting back across the de- 
sert to join the Moroccan side. 

Moroccan officials say the de- 
serters are arriving at an average 
rate of about 10 per week, often 
at the risk of their lives. 

A group of foreign reporters 
met many of them on a recent 
government-sponsored tour of 
the Moroccan-annexed Western 
Sahara. 

Usually talking in the presence 
of Moroccan officials, they 
painted a grim picture of condi- 
tions in refugee and guerrilla 
camps in the Polisario Front’s 
Algerian sanctuaries. 

The Algerian-backed Polisario 
Front claims that more than 
165,000 refugees are living in tent 
camps around the Algerian oasis 


of Tindouf after fleeing from 
“Moroccan oppression.” The 
Moroccans say 3bout two-thirds 
of the refugees are not even from 
the disputed territory. 

All deserters interviewed had 
fled before May 16, when Algeria 
and Morocco made their surprise 
announcement of resumed di- 
plomatic and “fraternal" rela- 
tions after hovering on the brink 
of war over the Sahara for more 
than 12 years. 

‘Stab in the back' 

Several said the Polisario must 
have felt the announcement like a 
“stab in the back” from Algeria. 

“It must have been a terrible 
shock," said Maj. Cherif Hassa- 
na, 35, who fought in the Polisar- 
io's ranks for 12 years, rising to 
deputy company commander 
among the estimated 8,000 guer- 
rillas before deserting. 

"For all these years, the Alge- 
rians promised they would never 
establish relations with Morocco 
until the Sahara had become in- 
dependent. ’’ 

Like many other deserters, 
Hassana claimed he was recruited 
bv force in 1975, at the end of 
Spanish colonial rale in the West- 
ern Sahara. He previously served 
as an enlisted man in the Spanish 


colonial army. 

“It was on leave in my family's 
tent in ihe desert.” he said. “Poli- 
sario men came in landrovers and 
grabbed me. In the camps, I was 
brainwashed and promised a 
career us an officer.” 

He said he gradually became 
disillusioned and began looking 
for opportunities to escape. 

“I was not easy." he said. “We 
were all under constant supervi- 
sion, even the officers. Anyone 
trying to get an unusual quantity 
of gasoline was immediately sus- 
pect. Many who tried to escape 
were killed by their own units or 
by the mines in the desert." 

He said he managed to get 
away in a vehicle while on patrol 
near Morocco’s 1,500-mile defen- 
sive wall. 

Fleeing through Paris 

“I put my turban on the end of 
my rifle as a sign of surrender,” 
Hassana said. “The Moroccans 
understood and guided me 
through the minefield with ges- 
tures." 

Bachir Hammed, 23, was sent 
to France as captain of a Polisario 
soccer team purporting to repre- 
sent Hawza, a desert settlement 
100 miles inside the Moroccan 
wall. 


Syrian deployment in S. Beirut 
sparks fresh hope for hostages 


By Sarnia Nakhoul 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Syria should gain 
substantial prestige and enhance 
its regional influence from its 
military action in Beirut's south- 
ern suburbs, especially if it leads 
to freedom for foreign hostages, 
diplomatic and political sources 
have said. 

The disengagement of the war- 
ring pro-Syrian Amal and Ira- 
nian-backed Hizbollah militias 
has been the most delicate opera- 
tion by Damascus since Leba- 
non’s civil war erupted in 1975. 

Hundreds of Syrian troops 
backed by Lebanese police 
poured into Beirut’s 41 sq. km. of 
slum suburbs on Friday to end 
three weeks of fierce militia 
clashes which killed 425 people 
and injured more than 1,200. 

“Syria has so far succeeded in 
achieving its objectives and con- 
trolling a turbulent and unpre- 
dictable neighbour," said an in- 
dependent political source. “The 
suburbs was the toughest assign- 
ment." 

“(Syria) boosted its image as 
the main decision-maker and 
peacekeeping force among Leba- 
non’s warring factions,” he 
added. 

Diplomats said much still hung 


on how Damascus would deal 
with the hijackers and kidnappers 
operating from the protective 
lawless shadows of the teeming 
Shi’ite slums. 

Up to 18 of the Westerners 
missing and believed kidnapped 
by pro-Iranian militants in Leba- 
non are widely thought to be held 
in the suburbs. 

“The Syrian deployment will 
deal with thorny issues such as 
hostages but not before the Sy- 
rians consolidate their presence 
in the suburbs, which might take 
some time,” a pro-Syrian source 
said. 

Ending hostages ordeal 

A pro-Iranian source said: 
"The hostage issue is an Iranian 
concern and Syria will not press 
Hizbollah on that matter unless 
they reach a political agreement 
to end it.” 

“Syria will do its utmost to end 
the hostage issue to win interna- 
tional acclaim. But for a certain 
price.” commented a political 
observer. 

Well experienced with 
peacekeeping in fragmented 
Lebanon, Syria demonstrated pa- 
tient tact and diplomacy in per- 
suading Iran to approve' the de- 
ployment. But a two-week delay 


allowed Hizbollah to make im- 
portant gains at Amal's cost.. 

Diplomats said a prime con- 
cern of both Damascus and 
Tehran was not to endanger their 
regional alliance. 

Syria has never allowed any 
other foreign power to compete 
with its influence in Lebanon. It- 
used all its diplomacy to spare 
any decline in its ties with Iran,” 
said one Iranian source. 

About 7,000 Syrian troops - 
already controlled west Beirut. 
The move into the suburbs means 
Damascus now hold, all the- 
Lebanese capital's Muslim dis- 
tricts. 

Political experts regarded ihe 
timing as important, with foreign 
powers and local groups jock- - 
eying for position ahead of Leba- 
non’s presidential elections, tine 
m August. 

"When there ia a complex 
issue, we think of ways to sort if; : 
out and then we deal with it in' 
our appropriate way,” Brigadier 
Ghazi Kanaan. Syria’s chief dF- 

iBWHeea* in Lebanon, 
said last week. - 
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move strengthens Syrian hand 
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By John Fullerton 

Heater 

NICOSIA — Syria's bloodless 
occupation of Beirut's ' battle 1 
scarred southern suburbs hat 
strengthened President Hafez 
AI Assad’s band in Lebanon and 
e nhan ced fcds prestige before 
the June Arab summit 

“Tb have gone into, the' sub- 
urbs with guns btazing would 
have been a bloody business 
that- could have- taken' weeks, 
involved thousands of men. 
cost - many lives and drained 
away what little wealth Syria 
has left.” said a Western di- 
plomat. 

Syria adopted quiet diploma- 
cy. It delayed the move despite 
having- troops poised around 
the suburbs for two weeks while 
talks went oh behind the scenes 
to secure Iranian agreement. 

Even when Iran stalled on 
the deployment and battles 
raged on between Syrian-back- 
ed Ama] militiamen and Ira- 
nian supported Hizbollab (Par- 
ty of Gpd) fighters, Syria con- 
tinued talking. 

On Friday when the Syrians 
began their move into the sub- 
urbs, the stage bad been set for 
Assad to win a military ' and 
diplomatic triumph by ending 
22 days of fighting which had 
killed 425 people. 

‘‘Syria has surprised ns all. 
We didn't think it could be 
done so painlessly,” said an 
Arab diplomat. “It just goes to 
show no-one can afford to 
underestimate Damascus.” 
Political observers were 
quick to list the political gains 
as Syrian soldiers took control 
of the suburbs at the weekend. 

The move boosts Assad's 
personal prestige just a week 
ahead of the June 7 Arab sum-' 
mit in Algiers. 

The timing was crucial, for 
some of Syria's other regional 
policies appeared to be losing 
ground. 

“Syria has so far failed to 
persuade (Palestine Liberation 



Cohmms of Syrian soldiers move into Beirut’s southern suburbs Saturday 


Organisation) leader Yasser 
Arafat to sever ties with Egypt, 
while its ally Iran has suffered 
major reverses in its war against 
Iraq,” said a political observer. 

For the West, the deploy- 
ment underlined the Syrian 
view that all roads lead to 
Damascus as far as the fate of 
23 foreign hostages is con- 
cerned. 

Eighteen of the hostages, in- 
cluding 10 Americans and two 
Britons, are reported to have 
been held in the suburbs by 
Hizbollah. 

“Damascus has long been 
saying to the Americans. 
French and British: ‘if you want 
your people freed, you have to 
deal with us. You won't get 


anywhere without our help'.” 
one analyst said. 

Syria also managed to deploy 
army units without sacrificing 
its strategic pact with Iran. 

In Lebanon, Iran funds, 
trains and arms Hizbollah. a 
small but powerful Shi'ite force 
dedicated to eradicating Israeli, 
Western and secular Arab in- 
fluence. 

The southern suburbs form 
Hizbollah’s urban bastion, a 
teeming slum packed with 
members of Lebanon's poorest 
and most politically disadvan- 
taged community, the Shi'ites. 

‘To reach agreement with 
Iran on the suburbs, Syria had 
to convince Tehran it would 
send in its army one way or 


another.” the diplomat added. 

“It was a matter of will. Had 
Syria's bluff been called, the 
resulting battle would have 
been very costly." he said. 

Iran, in a statement issued by 
its embassy in Beirut Friday, 
urged militiamen not to violate 
the pact and pledged to imple- 
ment it. 

A journalist fresh from 
Beirut remained cautious. 

“The business isn’t over. Hiz- 
bollah is there in the shadows, 
and it still has its arms,” he 
said. 

“There's bound to be a cat- 
and-mouse game as Syria tries 
to enforce its will gradually in 
the suburbs. It's still an explo- 
sive situation." 



Reagan, Gorbachev open Moscow summit 


(Continued from- page U 

hinted that some progress had 
been made, although he refused 
to give details. 

He said the president emerged 
from the. session with “ sense 1 , of 
progress," but, in refusing to 
elaborate, he said he would let 


president himself ' describe 
any progress that was anticipated 
for the summit. 

Defence Secretary Frank Car- 
luccz, who appeared on a separate 
U.S. television interview from 
Moscow, said the first session 
went longer than anticipated. 

Afterwards, Carlucci said. 


Syrians patrol southern Beirut 


(Continued from page I) 
our credibility," Fadlallah said in 
an interview published Sunday by 
j^the conservative Beirut daily Al 
Diyar. 

Fadlallah has made several 
pledges in the past three years. 
Although Hizbollab has publicly 
deoied involvement in the kid- 
nappings, the group is widely 
believed to be an umbrella for 
underground factions that are 
bolding the hostages. - 
In Damascus, an informed Sy- 
rian source told the AP the hos- 
tages were not part of a Syrian- 
lramarT'deal under which the Sy- 
rian army intervened to halt the 
Am al- Hizbollah bloodbath. 


Ama! sources said some of the 
hostages, who include 10 Amer- 
icans and two Britons, were 
moved from the suburbs on May 
8 m cars bearing Iranian diploma- 1 
tic licence plates. 

Both Iran and Hizbollah deny 
links with kidnappers arid the 
Amal reports could not be inde- 
pendently verified. 

Syria has not confiscated 
weapons held by militiamen and 
it was not clear whether it in- 
tended to seize their arms. 

“All is going well. We have 
encountered no problems. We 
are here to help the people pick 
up their lives,” said a Syrian 
soldier manning a bunker. 


Christian Peace Conference pledges efforts 
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(Continued from page J) 

£ The delegation earlier met with 
; Minister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Marwan Dudin and was 
briefed on the Palestine question 
and the ongoing uprising In the 
occupied territories. The delega- 
tion members were also briefed 
on Jordan's position vis-a-vis 
finding a solution to the Palestine 
question. 

The delegation was received 
Saturday bv Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz 
Al Khayyat, who underlined the 
importance of joint Chri&tian- 
Muslim efforts for peace in the 
Middle East. (The Jordan Times 
in an inadvertent error reported. 
Sunday that the delegation was 
from the World Council of Chur- 
ches). 

CPC Vice-President Canon 
j Wright told the Jordan Times 
* (bat the delegation's meetings with 


the ministers were highly useful 
because they provided the de- 
legation members with useful and 
accurate information about what 
was going on in the occupied 
territories and about the history 
of the Palestine question. 

Wright said that the movement 
strongly supports Jordan’s cal! for 
holding an international peace 
conference and highly appreci- 
ates King Hussein’s efforts to 
solve the Middle East question. 

- The first-hand information that 
the delegation gained on the 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies was of great significance for 
the CPC, which will use it to relay 
a dear and accurate picture about 
the occupied territories, Wright 
said. The delegation also visited 
Baqaa camp. 

Three of the four members of 
the delegation left for Lamaca 
Sunday while Wright leaves Mon- 
day for the occupied West Bank. 


4 

% 


$ 

€l 

r . 

u> u ' 


• sF 


Jordan, Saudi fund discuss cooperation 

(Continued from page I) . 
some of them. 

Minister of Agriculture Mar- 
wan Hmoud also met with Saqir 
Sunday and discussed with him 
the SFD's contributions to Jor- 
dan's agricultural projects. 

Saqir, who is accompanied by a 
two-member delegation, arrived 
in Amman Saturday on a four- 
day visit during which he^will sign 
an agreement for providing a JD 
3.8 million Joan to Jordan to help 
it cany oot die JD 15 million 
Wadi Al Yitem-Aqaba Highway. 


Last year Jordan signed a JD 
4.4 million loan with the Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic and 
Social Development to help fi- 
nance the construction of the 
26-kilometre highway extending 
from Wadi Al Yitem to the coas- 
tal road in. the vicinity of the 
industrial area in the south of 
Aqaba. The scheme also included 
the construction of a six- 
kilometre road leading to the 
Aqaba container terminal, and 
four interconnections, in addition 
to flood protection works, 
bridges and drainage facilities. 


' Reagan briefed his top aides on 
the meeting. "The president... 
described it as a cordial session, a 
wideranging discussion,” Carluc- 
ci said. 

He said the two men “did not 
get ino any details on such mat- 
ters as arms control but overall it 
was a good businesslike session.” 

Reagan also congratulated 
Gorbachev on his courage in 
withdrawing Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan and U.S. officials 
said Washington was convinced 
the pullout will be completed. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz, in an interview from Mos- 
cow on U.S. television, said 
Reagan made the comment to the 
Soviet leader in their first session. 

“I don't think I'm breaking a 
confidence in saying that the 
president, in one of his comments 
to the general secretary, con- 
gratulated him on the courage of 
his decision to leave Afghanis- 
tan," Shultz said. 

Soviet troops began a phased 
withdrawal from Afghanistan 
May 15 but, on the eve of 
Reagan's arrival in Moscow, the 
Soviet Union angrily accused 
Pakistan of sending weapons to 
Afghan rebels In violation of the 
Geneva accords governing the 
pullout and hinted the pace of the 
pullout may be affected. 

A Foreign Ministry statement, 
carried by the official TASS news 
agency Saturday, also accused 
Pakistan, a neighbour of Afgha- 
nistan and a key U.S. ally, of 
interfering in the country's inter- 
nal affairs. 

But Shultz and Carlucd, asked 
about the apparent threat to slow 
down or even stop the withdraw- 
al, said they were convinced it 
would be completed. 

Meanwhile an aide to Gor- 
bachev accused the United States 
of rejecting Soviet arms control 
proposals designed to ease the 
impasse over a proposed treaty to 
slash long-range nuclear arsenals. 

Yevgeny Velikohov, vice presi- 
dent of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences, told a news conference 
that U.S. negotiators had re- 
jected Kremlin proposals to re- 
solve the impasse over the U.S. 
space-based missile system 
known as “Star Wars" and to 
verify limits on submarine-laun- 
ched cruise missiles. 

Those two issues are among the 
main obstacles to a proposed 
strategic arms reduction treaty, 
which would slash superpower 
long-range nuclear arsenals by 
30-50 per cent. 

Velikhov, who advises Gor- 
bachev on the U.S. strategic de- 
fence initiative (SDI), or “Star 
Wars,” said the Americans re- 
jected a proposal to discuss what 
types of tests could be permitted 
under the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Mis- 
sile Treaty, which restricts each 
side to a missile defence at one 
site.. 


6 Palestinians 
wounded 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rafah in the Gaza Strip, troops 
used rubber bullets and tear-gas 
to disperse a demonstration by 
students, Palestinians said. 

Israeli officials said a hand gre- 
nade was thrown at the home of 
the Israeli-appointed Arab local 
council leader in Beit Fajar near 
Hebron, but the grenade did not 
explode. 

Shopowners closed their stores 
in protest in Nablus, the West 
Bank’s largest city. 

The uprising leadership called 
Saturday for a three-day general 
strike next weekend to coincide 
with the return to the Middle 
East of U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz. 

Shultz plans to visit the region 
for the fourth time this year 
Friday, just after the U.S.-Soviet 
summit in Moscow. 

During a sit-in at the Red Cross 
in Gaza City, 200 Palestinian 
activists submitted a letter urging 
the superpower leaders to con- 
vene a U.N.-sponsored Middle 
East peace conference with PLO 
participation. 

The protesters called for Israeli 
withdrawal from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

A report said meanwhile that 
the occupation authorities deman- 
ded the family of a Palestinian 
boy pay $6,000 to cover the costs 
of evacuating him by helicopter 
for medical treatment. The boy 
died Friday. 

A taxi was set ablaze in the 
West Bank city of Ram al lab, 
meanwhile, and rocks were 
thrown at passing cars. 

The protesters told AP photo- 
grapher Martin Cleaver that the 
cab was set afire because its 
owner was accused of giving in- 
formation to the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities. 

In the West Bank, Samira Mus- 
tafa, a mother taking two teenage 
daughters to school, said parents 
were worried that Israeli soldiers 
were stationed near schools. 

“It’s quiet now. Why are the 
soldiers outside the schools?" she 
asked. “They want the boys and 
girls to throw stones at them.” 

At one school for boys, an 
Israeli army jeep was parked 
around the comer and four- sol- 
diers stood on the porch of a 
nearby house. 

A young girl in a green-striped 
school uniform was asked if she 
thought reopening schools sig- 
nalled quieter time. “I don’t think 
so because even the uprising peo- 
ple want us to go back to class. 
Hie troubles are separate,” she 
replied. 

The poll published Sunday in 
Israeli newspapers reported 89 
per cent of respondents felt cer- 
tain of Israel's “continued exist- 
ence.” 


Turkish Cypriots blame 
U.N. force for shootout 

NICOSIA (R) — A Turkish-Cypriot leader said 
Sunday that negligence by United Nations 
peacekeeping forces led to the killing of a Turkish 
soldier by Greek Cypriot police in the U.N. buffer 
zone dividing Cyprus. 


Papandreou 
links Cyprus 
to progress 
in relations 
with Turkey 

HERAKLION, Crete (AP)— - 
Premier Andreas Papandreou 
has said progress in Greek- 
Turkish relations was linked to 
the removal of Turkish troops 
from Lhe divided island of 
Cyprus. 

“Progress on Cyprus means 
progress in Greek -Turkish re- 
lations. A presupposition for 
solving the Cyprus problem is 
the demilitarisation of the is- 
land," Papandreou told 
thousands of supporters at an 
open-air rally on this southern 
island Saturday. 

Turkey has' an estimated 
30,000 troops stationed in the 
northern third of Cyprus. The 
island has been divided since 
1974, when a short-lived 
Athens-backed coup triggered 
a Turkish invasion. 

Papandreou’s statements 
came one day after Greek and 
Turkish negotiators pledged in 
Athens to reduce tensions in 
the Aegean Sea region and 
continue a gradual rapproche - 1 
ment between their two" coun- 
tries. 

Papandreou said progress 
meant not only the withdrawal 
of Turkish troops from the 
island, but also the removal of 
“the Turkish settlers. They are 
nothing but a paramilitary 
force." ■ 

He was referring to an esti- 
mated 60,000 mainland Turks 
that have settled in tbe break- 
away Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus. Turkish Cyp- 
riots declared independence in 
1983, but only Turkey has rec- 
ognised the mini-state. 

The premier warned that 
“an attempt to expand the 
occupation in Cyprus auto- 
matically means war between 
Greece and Turkey.” 

Earlier Saturday, Papan- 
dreou held talks with Cypriot 
President George Vassiliou 
and briefed him on this week's 
Turko-Greek talks. Vassiliou 
was on his way to New York to 
attend a special U.N. session 
on Cyprus. 


Foreign Minister Kenan Atakol 
of the self-declared Turkish re- 
public of northern Cyprus told a 
news conference that it would 
complain to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Greek-Cypriot police stormed 
a house in a disputed area of the 
zone Saturday and shot dead a 
Turkish soldier who took refuge 
inside after killing a Greek Cyp- 
riot soldier and wounding 
another. The Turk was absent 
without leave from his post in the 
north and tbe Greek Cypriot 
police accused him of trying to 
rape a woman inside the house. 

A week before. U.N. troops 
killed a Turkish Cypriot and an 
Austrian U.N. soldier was 
wounded in a shooting in the 
zone at Pyla, the only mixed 
village of Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots. 

The breakaway north Cyprus 
republic, proclaimed in 1983 and 
recognised oijly by Turkey, has 
criticised the conduct of the eight- 
nation U.N. force in both cases. 

Atakol accused Greek-Cypriot 
police of "cold-blooded murder.” 
in killing 26-year-old Turkish 
Corporal Yusuf Sanli. 

“If the U.N. force had acted 
properly, the incident could have 
been avoided,” he said. 

“The incident occurred in the 
U.N. -controlled, demilitarised 
buffer zone where Greek-Cypriot 
soldiers or police had no right to 
enter and carry out such an op- 
eration (to storm the house)." 

U.N. spokesman Charles Gaul- 
kin said the house lay in a dis- 
puted area of the zone in the 
village of Athienou. where both 
U.N. and Greek-Cypriot forces 
had positions. 

He said the Cyprus govern- 
ment maintained that the area 
was under its jurisdiction and 
Greek-Cypriot police also had a 
post in the village. 

“We understand that there was 
no entry of (Greek-Cypriot) 
National Guards into the buffer 
zone during the incident. Those 
who were present came from 
posts within the zone," Gaulkin 


said. 

“We made efforts to ensure 
that no (Greek-Cypriot) troops 
were brought into the zone. The 
question of the entry of the spe- 
cial (Greek-Cypriot) police units 
is another question and I would 
have to check on that." 

The Cyprus government 
blamed Turkey for Saturday’s 
shooting and described the be- 
haviour of Turkish soldiers as 
provocative. It called for their 
withdrawal, saying they were 
trying to create tension. 

Atakol said the shooting 
proved the need for Turkish 
troops on the island. “If the 
Turkish troops pull out of Cyp- 
rus, the Greek Cypriot side 
would attack and annihilate us in 
24 hours,” he said. 

An opinion poll published in 
Ankara said many Turks 
favoured a partial troop with- 


drawal to help to 'resolve the 
Cyprus issue. Turkey sent its 
army into the north in 1974 after 
a brief coup in Nicosia inspired by 
the military junta then ruling 
Greece. 

The poll of 600 Turks by a 
private group said 48.7 per cent 
favoured a troop reduction and 
45.3 per cent were opposed. 

Turkish Cypriots say there are 
18,000 to 19,000 Turkish soldiers 
in Cyprus. U.N. sources put tbe 
number at about 29.000. 

About 500 Turkish Cypriots 
marched to an Austrian U.N. 
camp near the port of Famagusta 
Sunday to protest at the killing of 
Turkish-Cypriot farmer Huseyin 
Kaffa eight days ago. 

They burned an effigy of the 
Austrian commander of the U.N. 
force. Major General Guenther 
Greindl. and hung placards read- 
ing "Greindl murderer” and 
“U.N.. we don't need you" on 
the camp's perimeter fence. 

The north Cyprus republic ac- 
cused Austrian troops of haras- 
sing and murdering Kaffa. The 
U.N. force said he was a known 
troublemaker who was shot in 
self defence 


Powerful U.S. warship 
makes debut in Gulf 

ABOARD USS VINCENNES IN THE GULF l R) — The most 
powerful U.S. warship ever seen in the Gulf made its debut Saturday 
after passing safely through the Strait of Hormuz and Iran's 
"Silkworm envelope.” 

Tension ran fairly high among the 385-man crew of the USS 
Vincennes during its nighttime run up the narrow strait. It passed 
about six kilometres from a Panamanian- flag tanker, still on fire 
some 20 hours after being anacked by Iranian speedboats. 

Salvage tugboats were pouring water on the ship, which was listing 
and appeared to have suffered severe fire damage to its superstruc- 
ture. 

The Vincennes crew also saw flames leaping high in the sky from a 
burning structure on the Iranian side of the strait. It was not certain 
whether it was Larak Island, an Iranian off-shore oil terminal 
devastated by Iraqi warplanes in a long-distance raid two weeks ago. 

The darkened, fast-moving warship was challenged by one of the 
Omani navy boats that regularly patrol the straits to identify itself, 
and the Vincennes, observing the standard Gulf patrol replied: "An 
American warship, hull Number 49.” 

Later, as it passed the Iran-held island of Abu Musa in the 
southern Gulf, the cruiser exchanged greetings with the missile 
frigate Jack Williams, one of five U.S. ships scheduled to depan the 
Gulf in a few more days. 

The 9,400-tonne Vincennes is the first of the navy's 10 Aegis 
• guided missile cruisers to be deployed in the Gulf itself. The powerful 
cruisers, named for the shield of Zeus, are built around a 
multi-faceted radar and weapons system designed to coordinate and 
carry out dozens of battle missions simultaneously. 


North seeks disclosure of ‘top-secret’ 
documents on Iran, hostages in Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secrets 
about U.S. intelligence opera- 
tions in Iran and efforts to free 
Americans held hostage in Leba- 
non are among the numerous 
classified documents demanded 
from the government by Oliver 
North and his three Iran-contra 
co-defendants. 

Some of the documents sought 
in the defence’s extensive pre- 
trial discovery motion are so 
sensitive, independent counsel 
Lawrence Walsh has said, that 
their courtroom disclosure would 
jeopardise intelligence activities 
and could expose “people in very 
difficult situations to torture and 
death" in the Middle East. 

District Judge Gerhard Gesell 
will have to rule on whether to 
order Walsh to give the defence 
the documents sought in the 88- 
page motion. But the judge 
already has said the defence is 
entitled to review any papers that 
are relevant to its case. 


Already, more than 85,000 
pages of classified material have 
been turned over to the defence. 
An inter-agency task force is re- 
viewing another 200,000 pages 
bearing government secrets. 

It is apparent from the defence 
request that North, former 
National Security Adviser John 
Poindexter, and arms dealers 
Albert Hakim and Richard- 
Secord want documents they 
know are so sensitive that agen- 
cies like the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and the National 
Security Agency will fight hard to 
keep them secrer. 

If the defence can convince 
Gesell that documents which the 
government won’t declassify are 
crucial for its case, the judge 
might be forced to dismiss some 
parts of the indictment. 

Walsh has conceded that he 
must defer to Attorney Genera) 
Edwin Meese on whether to dis- 
close or withhold government 


secrets. 

Documents sought by the de- 
fence include material about U.S. 
intelligence capabilities in Iran, 
and “efforts to locate, reserve or 
obtain information on American 
citizens held hostage in Lebanon 
or elsewhere." 

The defendants want to inspect 
highly classified message traffic 
between the United States and 
Israel — as well as intelligence 
intercepts — regarding the trans- 
fer of American weapons by 
Israel to Iran in 1985. 

Secret court orders allowing 
electronic surveillance of Iranian 
officials who visited Washington 
in 1986 as part of the arms-for- 
hostages negotiations are also 
sought. 

Tlie defendants want details 
about other covert operations 
conducted by the U.S. govern- 
ment with the help of private 
citizens and companies. 

North, a retired Marine lieute- 


nant colonel, and his co-defen- 
dants are accused of conspiring to 
defraud the government by di- 
verting profits from the U.S.-Iran 
arms sales to the Nicaraguan re- 
bels. 

The discovery motion signals 
that the defendants are trying to 
gather proof that many of their 
actions were approved by other 
officials in President Ronald 
Reagan's administration. 

The defence wants notes of 
conversations with Reagan about 
the Iran-contra affair taken by 
Vice-President George Bush. 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
former White House Chief of 
Staff Donald Regan. Meese and 
other top officials in the govern- 
ment. 

It also seeks documents show- 
ing that other U.S. officials “pro- 
vided funding or logistical or 
other support" for the contras 
during the ban on U.S. military 
aid imposed by Congress. 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

Tel 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight . 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pol 

Take- a way service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msmummn 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dally 12.30-3^50 pm 
7. 30-H .30 pm 
After the Hofidaybvi hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 6 59 51 9. 639520 




EVERY 
DAY 


n 


PEOPLE m0 NEED 


CLEARING 

sEmcts- 


CALL US I 

3JE33B5BB 

P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


i Agents all ow the world 

Tel: 664090.660852 

Th: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 9264B7 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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Houston dismantles the boom years 


HOUSTON, Texas (R) — When oil prices went 
through the roof in the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
Houston property developers built flats — and filled 
them up — at a dizzying pace. 


People from all over the United 
States flooded the city to fill jobs 
created by upwardly bound oil 
companies. Streets’ were con- 
gested, unemployment was neg- 
ligible and places to live were at a 
premium. 

Now that oil — and, as a result, 
the Houston economy — has 
come back to earth, many of the 
city's flats are being tom down 
because there are no tenants to 
live in them. 

“The boom is, in effect, being 
dismantled.*' said Patrick O'Con- 
nor, property analyst and editor 
of the monthly publication Hous- 
ton Real Estate Trends. 

While all types of Houston 
property suffer from overbuilt 
markets, flats are the first to face 
massive demolition. 

According to O’Connor, the 
phenomenon began in 1986 and 
picked up steam last year. Now, 
troubled blocks of flats are being 
bulldozed at a rate of about 5,000 
units a year, he said, because 
owners of half-empty complexes 
are finding it cheaper to get rid of 
them than keep them open. 

“It's unbelievable, but in the 
nation's fourth largest city the 
imbalance between supply and* 
demand is that bad." he said. 

Occupancy rates have dropped 
from an astonishing 99.5 per cent 
in 1981 to an average of 75 per 


cent, O'Connor said. In many 
complexes, only 30 to 35 per cent 
of the flats have tenants, he told 
Reuters in a recent interview. 

Although it's hard to imagine 
now, there was a time when it was 
hard to find an apartment in 
Houston,” he said. 

The current surplus of flats is 
the result of severe overbuilding 
and population loss. 

During the oil boom, develop- 
ers were caught up in a tidal wave 
of optimism which engulfed 
Houston. Oil industry analysts 
were predicting oil prices could 
reach $100 a barrel because de- 
mand seemed to be outracing a 
limited world supply of pet- 
roleum. 

Those predictions led financial 
institutions to lend freely on 
property development projects 
that had customers waiting in line 
for space. Flats, not tenants, were 
in short supply. 

From 1976 to 1985, the number 
of flats in the dty more than 
doubled, from 202,000 to 
410,000, O'Connor said. 

But when oil prices started 
sinking in the 19S0s, energy-re- 
lated layoffs followed. According 
to the Houston Economic De- 
velopment Council, the city has 
lost 200.000 jobs. — down to 
about 365,000. since 1982. When 
people could not find work, they 


went elsewhere. 

“There,-just aren’t as many 
people here as there were when 
times were good." said Ron 
Dokell, executive vice president 
of Otshatf Demolishing Com- 
pany, one of the few firms to 
benefit from the exodus. 

Developers really got into trou- 
ble when, even as oil prices began 
to weaken, they continued to 
build, according to O'Connor. 

“They kept going because they 
had big operations they had to 
keep busyTThey also thought that 
their one little project wouldn't 
upset the market.” he said. 
c 

Rents fall 


Reality - began sinking in as 
occupancy rates, and rents, fell. 
Top-quality fiats that had been 
renting ftp 1 around 55 cents a 
square foot ($5 a square metre) 
now are available for 40 cents a 
square foot ($3.60 a square 
metre), O'Connor said. 

Today, a 750-square-foot (S3 
square metre) apartment with an 
array of modern conveniences 
can be had for $300 a month or 
less, he said. To be profitable, 
such a unit should rent for about 
$525 a month, he told Reuters. 

Under the circumstances, land- 
lords have found it difficult to 
stay afloat. 

Ln the lagt two years, a third of 
the city's' apartment buildings 
have been foreclosed on by len- 
ders, O'Connor said. 

After foreclosure, the chances 
for a block of flats to be bull- 
dozed increase greatly. Lending 


institutions which become the 
not-so-proud owners of the units 
are faced with either continuing 
operations at a loss or shutting 
down. 

“If you leave a complex vacant 
you have to pay a lot for armed 
guards and even if you have 
them, the apartments are likely to 
be vandalised,” O'Connor said 
“Plus, there’s a lot of liability if 
someone is hurt. It has become 
difficult to get insurance for aban- 
doned projects.” 

Many owners are choosing to 
tear down apartments and hold 
on to the empty land in hopes of a 
rebound in the local economy. 

“It's the main business going 
right now for us as far as commer- 
cial work," said Olshan's Dokell 
“it's about the only thing we’re 
getting calls on." 

So far, most of rhe demolished 
units actually are pre-boom build- 
ings in declining neighbourhoods, 
he said. But because Houston 
had very few fiats until the 1950s 
and 1960s, most of the de- 
molished projects are 20 years old 
or less, he said. 

O'Connor expects at least 
24,000 units to be torn 
down before equilibrium returns 
to the market. If oil prices 
worsen or a national recession 
hits, he says the number could 
climb to 42,000. 

O'Connor does not expect pro- 
fitability to return to the local 
apartment market for five to 
seven years. It will take that long, 
he said, for the economy to pro- 
duce enough jobs to fill a dwind- 
ling number of flats. 


Money supply soars in China 


PEKING (R) — The new head of 
China's central bank warned in a 
speech published last week that 
money supply and loans were 
growing much too fast, with sav- 
ings slowing and consumption 
soaring. 

A Western banker said the 
economy was showing serious 
signs of overheating and pre- 
dicted inflation would reach 15-20 
• per cent in the second quarter. 

The People’s Daily quoted Li 
Guixian, in his first major speech 
since becoming head of the Peo- 
ple's Bank of China in April, as 
saying that net money supply 
grew by 4.254 billion yuan ($1.15 
billion) from Jan. 1 to May 23. 

This is the first time since 1961 
that money supply has grown in 
the first half of the year, Li said, 
and was despite the fact that in ■ 
March the bank said it would 
issue only 80 per cent as much 
money this year as in 1987. 

Li told a meeting of chiefs of 
his bank that banks were lending 
too much and were being repaid 


too little. “If emergency mea- 
sures are not taken, the issue of 
money this year will greatly exceed 
the target.” 

Excess issue of money, averag- 
ing an annual increase of more 
than 20 per cent since 1984, has 
been a key factor in China's worst 
inflation since the communist 
takeover in 1949. 

Official figures show retail 
prices, the nearest China has to 
an inflation index, rose 11 per 
cent in the first quarter over the 
same period last year, with in- 
creases of 24.2 per cent for food 
in major dries. - 

A Western banker said be 
thought inflation would reach 15- 
20 per cent in the second quarter, 
because of lifting of price controls 
this year on eggs, vegetables, 
meat and sugar, which has sent 
prices of these items up by as 
much as 60 per cent. 

The average Chinese family 
spends 60 per cent of its income 
on food. 

Li said that, because people 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe fully-furnished part of villa; consists of 2 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, guest room, kitchen, full carpeting, colour 
T.V. & telephone, with central heating. 

Location: Abdoun. 


Tel: 632981, Amman. 


needed more money to buy 
goods, bank savings in the first 
four months grew more slowly 
than in the same 1987 period, 
with deposits among rural people 
falling in April. 

He said there was already 1,000 
billion yuan ($270 billion) in the 
banking system, but too much 
was tied qp in stocks of unsale- 
able goods and circulation was 
slow, but at the same time there 
was a serious and worsening shor- 
tage of credit. 

He said the solution was to 
make better use of the money 
already in the system, giving 
loans to effirient firms, clearing 
inventories and making it more 
attractive to save money. 

The finandal statistics for the 
first four .months of the year 
make grintreading for Li and the 
rest of the leadership, facing the 
task of carrying through difficult 
reforms such as the increases in 
food prices. 

The Pejang Finandal Times 
reported last week that subsidies 
Peking is paying consumers to 
compensate them for the food 
price increases would cost an 
extra 18 billion yuan ($4.86 bil- 
lion). 


It said wages in the first four 
months rose 21 per cent over the 
same period last year, higher than 
the rate of industrial growth, and 
spending by government depart- 
ments rose 403 per cent, despite 
calls from Peking for them to be 
cut. 


“Add on the fact the central 
bank is being repaid few of its 
short-term Joans. Its task this 
year is even more difficult than it 
was in 1987," the paper com- 
mented. 

The banker said China's system 
was plagued by indisdpline, with 
banks unable to force firms to 
repay loans and local govern- 
ments able to pressure banks into 
issuing credit for their own pro- 
jects. 

“When loans are not repaid 
and money is squandered on pro- 
jects outside the state plan, the 
central bank is in the end forced 
to print money to ensure the 
priority state projects are fulfil- 
led," he added. 

It printed a list of 24 hotels, 
reception balls, office and apart- 
ment buildings in Peking whose 
construction has been ordered to 
stop by the state council. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped dining room, 
salon and sitting room. One balcony, kitchen, parking for 
two cars, central heating and telephone. 

Location: Rabia area, west Amman 


Please call 679957 - 639585 after 3 p.m. 


EMBASSY SEEKS OFFICE SPACE 


(Full house or one floor), minimum 300 square metres 
ready to move in, in Jabal Amman area with absolute 
preference between 4th and 5th Circles. Any agent 
excluded - 


Please call telephone no. 644635 - Mrs. Eda. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Spacioui' three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, nicely furnished with 
wall to wall carpel, telephone, garage, independent C.H. It is 
easily accessible for taxis and the commercial area. 
Location: Shmeisani. 


For enquiries: TeL 624719 (8 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 
or 822437 (7 p.m. - 9 p.m.) 


PART-TIME TEACHER 

OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE TO 
ADULTS 


The British Council Teaching Centre welcomes applications 
from native-speakers of English with a TEFL qualification for a 
limited amount of part-time work. Excellent facrlities/re- 
sources and in-service training available. 


Please collect an application form from Reception. « 


For further details please contact us on 
636147 636148 638194 624606 


• ooaoo* rrn 

ss:::ss British 
Council 


THE ABDUL HAMID SHARAF SCHOOL 
— SWA1F1EH 


Announces its summer programme for children aged 4-14 years. 
This is a 4-week programme from july 4-28. Activities include: 


Sports 

Arts & Crafts 

Computer 


English 
Arabic 
Field Trips 


Registrafibn is from May 30 - July 4. Enrollment also on a weekly 
basis. Transportation available. Call 814188 for further informa- 
tion. 


The school is also seeking qualified Music and English 
(native speaker) teachers with at least a BA. and two 
years experience for 1988-89 school year. Call 814188. 


Investment in industrial 
city totals JD 70 million 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T) — A total 
of JD 70 million in capital has 
been invested in the Sahab In- 
dustrial City (SIC) on the out- 
skirts of Amman, according to an 
official at the Jordanian Indust- 
rial Estates Corporation (JIEC). 

The official said that the capital 
financed projects which now em- 
ploy 2,500 workers and opened 
the way for increased operations 
by local transport companies. 

The SIC comprises 76 newjy 
created industrial businesses and 
old ones which were originally set 
up in other areas of Jordan, the 
official said. 

He said that nearly 85 per cent 
of the total area of land and 
buildings built in the first phase 
has been occupied by the national 
companies and industrial con- 
cerns. 

In addition to companies, he 
said, local commercial banks 
opened branches in the industrial 
dty. providing credit for industry, 
commerce and housing opera- 
tions. 

Last September, the Interna- 
tional Contracting and Invest- 
ment Company of Jordan was 
awarded a contract from the 


JIEC for carrying out work on the 
second phase of the SIC. 

The firm will build the infras- 
tructure which included roads 
water and sewerage network, and 
electrical cables on 50 hectares of 
land. 

It also will build 18,000 square 
metres of steel factory buildings 
of three types and set up a was- 
tewater treatment plant to the 
“phase one" infrastructure. 

The cost- of the “phase two 
infrastructure was estimated a JD 
1.85 million and the total area of 
land alloted for the project 
approximately 170 hectares. 

According to the official, the 
total cost of the second phase of 
the SIC will be JD 7 million of 
which JD 1.2 million has been 
spent on design work and prepa 
ration, and JD 2 million on levell 
ing and ground works at the site 

According to JIEC sources, the 
European Investment Bank pro- 
vided 50 per cent of the cost of 
the project. 

The European Community 
(EC) has set up a vocational 
training centre at the SIC at a cost 
of $1.4 million. 


Potash output, export rise 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) says that 
it produced 405,476 tonnes of 
potash in the first four months of 
1988 against 375,101 tonnes in the 
same period of last year. 

An APC statement said that a 


total of 390,280 tonnes of potash 
were exported in the same period 
this year against 341,612 tonnes 
in the first four months of 1987, 
thus registering an increase of 14 
per cent. 


Yugoslav business dwindles 


BELGRADE (R) — Business 
dwindled throughout Yugoslavia 
Sunday as people refused to buy 
following huge price rises 
announced by the government. 

Yugoslavs avoided shops and 
restaurants, tightening their belts 
after the government launched an 
economic austerity programme 
by freeing most prices from con- 
trols and devaluing the dinar by 
23.9 per cent. 

The government raised petrol 
prices by 32 per cent, train fares 
38 per cent, electricity 31 per 
cent, coal 30 per cent and postal 
services 28 per cent. 

“Prices as an electric shock" 
screamed the headline in the Bel- 
grade newspaper Borba. 

Milan Sojic, director of the 
Federal Price Institute, was 
quoted in Sunday newspapers as 
saying the price increased would 
add at least 12 points in June to 
the country’s 152 per cent infla- 
tion. 

“Price rises are a terrible blow 
to all of us with small salaries or 
pensions," pensioner Milka Mar- 
kovic told Politika newspaper. 

She said she just could not 
make ends meet. 

Politika said sales in some Bel- 


grade stores tumbled 50 per cent 
Saturday. Bored staff stood idly 
by watching television for want of 
customers to serve. 

Austerity was even hitting Bel- 
grade’s McDonald's hamburger 
firm, half empty Sunday although 
it set a world record for turnover 
in the first few weeks after it 
opened in March. 

The austerity programme 
drafted under guidance of West- 
ern creditors in return for fresh 
loans to pave the way for structu- 
ral reforms, abolished controls on 
60 per cent of prices. 

Wage controls were introduced 
on May 15, triggering a wave of 
strikes. 

Officials said 50- -per cent of 
-Yugoslav fims were expected to 
take wage cuts in May and June 
because their pay rises so for this 
year had exceeded the limits of 
the austerity programme. 

Belgrade residents have 
noticed elderly scavengers grow- 
ing in numbers in recent weeks, 
picking through dustbins for 
scraps of food and anything of 
value. 

Beggars have also been coming 
in from the provinces. 


FLAT FOR RENT 


Situated in Shmeisani near the Birds Garden, 
two bedrooms, sitting room, modern kitchen and 
deluxe bathroom. 


Please call telephone 622180 or 622189 
Amman. 


f — TILL SAMTLIGA SVENSKAR I — 
JORDANIEN 

Pa Sveriges naiionaldag inbjuder ambassador Lars Ldnn- 
back och bans husiru Birgitta till Flaggceremom. man- 
dagen den 6 jun«. kl 08.30 - 10.00 Flaggan hojs 09 00 
Morgonkaffe. 

Plats: Residence! , Jat Amman. 3:e cirkein invid tunst 
minisieriet 

VALKOMNA f 


LACOSTE benetton 
adidas NIKE BOSS 

wide variety * best quality * low prices 
T. Shirts • Shirts • Shorts • jogging Suits • socks... 
etc. 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Fridays from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 


8th Circle Bayader Wadi El Seer, Main Street, 
Opp. the Mosque. TeL. 823485 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


Activity on the Amman Financial Market for May 29. 1988. 



Number 

Volume 

Contracts 

Regular market: 

351358 

JD 209477 

316 

Top three companies: 
National Financial investments 

13250 

JD 23850 

7 

Petra Enterprises and 
Leasing Equipment 

167875 

JD 31705 

:74 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing I350I 

JD 23581 

35 

Parallel market: 

65900 

JD 30285 

— 

Development bonds: 

68 

JD 731 

— 

Treasury bills & bonds: 

— 

— 

— 

Other debentures: 

— 

— 

— 



By Found Batshon 


AMMAN — The American dollar climbed to new highs against 
all major European currencies and the Jordanian dinar. 

Speculators bought dollars in heavy volumes before the trade 
figure was released by the Commerce Department Tuesday. The 
figure was extremely better than expected. The dollar jumped 
three full points on the German mark, and four full points on the 
Swiss franc. 

In the local market, the dollar was still well bid, but the demand 
was less. Local banks and financial companies sold dollars for JD 
at 0.3 63 fils. 

The most disappointing currency in my opinion is the Brijtish 
pound. Sterling is still too high against other European curren- 
cies, such as the German mark and Swiss franc. Sterling is 3.18 
against the German mark and 2.66 against Swiss franc. Also the 
sterling is 1.86 against the American dollar. 

These levels cannot be sustained for the near future. This what 
was said by Nigel Lawson the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Also Bank of England has intervened in the market to sell 
sterling against dollar and marks whenever speculators buy 
sterling against the mark and the dollar. 

The most important fact is that the British economy is not 
better in numbers than the German or the American economy but 
the only one basic reason that made speculators buy pounds 
against marks or Swiss franc was the difference in interest rates. 

Now when the interest was lowered in England on the pound 
and a rumour spread in the market that the Bundesbank could 
raise the interest rate on the German mark. 

I think that there is no reason for the pound to move higher any 
more. Charts show that pound is a very good sell at existing levels 
i.e. 1.86 on the dollar and 3.18 on the mark. 

Target is 1.78 on the dollar and 3.02 on the mark. 

Following are some gold prices and Arab currency rates in 
Amman during the last trading week: 


Gold (per gramme, 21 carats) — JD 4.25 

Gold (per gramme, 18 carats) — JD 3.S5 

L.L./JD 1058-1128 

S.L. / JD 134-150 

Iraqi dinar / JD, 0.165 / 0.170 

Egyptian pound / JD. 0.135 / 0.145. - 


Over 1,200 Western firms 
conduct business in S. Africa 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Some 1,267 companies from 20 
Western countries continue to do 
business in South Africa, but 188 
companies from seven countries 
have pulled out, according to a 
survey by the International Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU). 

Britain led the field with 374 
companies still operating in South 
Africa, according to the survey. 

Confederation Secretary- 
General John Vanderveken said 
in a news release that the report 
was “clear evidence of the 
triumph of corporate greed over 
morality." 

He derided the claim often 
made by investors in South Africa 
that their presence could be an 
instrument for reform, saying 


“cheap labour is what brings 
them to South Africa, not a de- 
sire to restore social justice." 

Following Britain, countries 
with the most companies still in 
South Africa were West Ger- 
many with 333. the United States 
with 164. Japan with 1G3, France 
with 90 and Switzerland with 54. 

Others included the Nether- 
lands with 29. Austria with 28, 
Australia with 19. Canada and 
Belgium with 18 each. Sweden 
and Denmark with 10 each. Italy 
with seven, Finland and Ireland 
with two each, and Spain, Nor- 
way. Portugal and Greece with 
one each. 

The confederation said its lisr 
included internationally known 
businesses from almost every in- 
dustrial and commercial sector. 


* WANTED HOUSEMAID ! 

Any nationality inclu. Sri Lankan 

* FOR ANY LADY FOREIGNER ! 


Wanted 1 roommate or 1 room for rent. Srte 3rd Circle. Jabal 
Amman. 


Both call 649893 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room with 
central heating, private telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. behind Birds Garden. 


For information please call tel: (667656) (679449) 
Amman 


FURNISHED ?BHD?00K*S 

apartment FOR RENT. 

Location: 7th circle Ghosheh st. 

Engineer's Housing. 

Tel: 813690 after 6 p.m. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677421) 


THREE MEN 
AND A BABY 


Pcrforauncefc 3:W, «>:UO K:.W, UfcSl 



Cinema r 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


STUNT MAN 


Pcrfi H ':* 1 




Cinema 


N1JOUM CINEMA 


Tel: 675571 
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THE BEACH 
GIRLS 


PCriofnianoo 3 JO.fr.lS.KiJO. 1U:.10 



Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel: 677420' 



WHO’S THAT 


GIRL 
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|WgA series . :.': 

take 2-1 lead 

PONTIAC, Michigan(R)' — ■ The Detroit backcourt of Joe Dumars 
andj^ah Thomas- combined for 52 points Saturday to lead the 
Pistons to a 98-94 victory over the Boston Celtics in the third game of 
the Nati onal Basketball Association (NBA) East Conference finals. 
“ Detroit leads the best-of-sieven series two games to one with game 
four sche d uled for Detroit Monday. The winner will represent the 
conference in the NBA finals against either the defending champion 
Los Angeles Inkers or die D allas Mavericks. Los Angeles lead that 
series 2-J.. ..... 

Dumars paced the Detroit attack with 29 points and Thomas added 
23 as the Pistons, in an extremely physical contest, held off a late 
Boston surge to take the series lead. 

. The Celtics have now tost nine straight games at the Pontiac 
Sflverdozne. - 

-Boston’s Kevin McHalc led all scores with 32 points, but Celtic 
superstar forward Larry Bird had his second straight sub-par 18-point' 
pe rf o rm ance. 

The usually deadly accurate Bird shot six-for-17 from the floor and 
overall, the Celtics put only 43 per cent of their shots through the 
hoop. 

' The score was level at 29^-29 at the end of the first, but the Pistons 
led 58-50 at the half. Detroit increased its lead to as much as 15 points 
in the final quarter, before a Boston surge closed the gap. 

The - Celtics scored 10 unanswered points midway through the 
fourth quarter to, pull to 90-84. Strong defence by the Pistons, 
however, halted the Boston comeback and the. defending Eastern 
Conference champions fell short by four points. 

Slaney storms to victory 

SAN JOSE, California (R) — Mary Decker Slaney, showing no 
effect from two yean of injuries, breezed to victory in the women's 
3,000 metres Saturday at the Brace Jenner Classic Grand Prix 
athletics meet at San Jose. 

The former world champion never trailed as she won the event by 
50 metres in eight minutes 49.43 seconds despite windy conditions. 

It was the American's first major race at the distance since she set 
the U.S. record of 8:25.83 in Rome m 19S5. 

'T can't wait -for the good stuff to start," Slaney said referring to 
the Seoul Olympics. 

Another of America's brightest hopes for Seoul, Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee, equalled the U.S. record in the women's 100-metre hurdles 
as she continued preparations for a world record assault in the 
heptathlon later this year. 

Jdyner-Kereee slummed over the hurdles, one of seven events m 
the heptathlon, in 12.61 seconds. ' 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

tt WOT Tribune Madia SanricM. Inc. 


A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 


North-South, vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4QJ10 9 
? KQJ2 
0 A K 5 3 
*4 

WEST EAST 

* 8 « 4 3 * 5 - 

7 84 7W965 

9 18 6 9 Q 9 8 4-2 

* K 10 8*5* * *<Q 94 •: i. * 

~~soc*ftr ' -*• " 

* A X 7 2 
7 A 7 3 

0 J 7 

♦ AJ72 -- 
The bidding: 


South 

West 

North 

East 

i Nt 

F*ss 

2* 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

44 

Pass' 

47 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

7 *. 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


- Opening lead: Three of * 

It is a well-known phenomenon 
.in chess that even in some carefully 
analyzed lines, transposing moves 
might allow a killing coumemroke. 
I l also happens in bridge. 

. North-South conducted a perfect 
auction. North's jump ro four dubs 
was a splinter bid, agreeing spades 
and showing a singleton dob. With 
bis -host of Grst-round controls. 
South cue-bid his ace of hearts. 
North' launched ' into Blackwood 


and, on finding out bis side had all 
the aces, he used six dubs as the 
Grand Slam Force— five no trump 
would have asked for kings, but 
North was interested only in a spe- 
cific king. With two of the three top 
honors in spades. South bid the 
grand slam. 

Since it was obvious that North 
could use trumps profitably as 
ruffers, West wisdy led one. Declar- 
--er-had only U -top tricks and, with 
the high crumps is dummy, he de- 
cided his best play for the slam lay in 
a dummy reversal. So he won the 
first trick in dummy, cashed the 
acbking of diamonds and ruffed a 
diamond high as West Bluffed a 
heart. After crossing back to the ta- 
ble with a trump to raff the last dia- 
mond high, declarer tried to reach 
dummy with a heart to draw the last 
tramps. Unfortunately, West had 
disposed of his remaining heart on 
the fourth diamond, and his ruff 
was the setting trick. 

There is no question that a dum- 
my reversal was the correct tactic to 
adopt. Declarer erred, however in 
“transposing his moves." After 
raffing the first diamond, declarer 
should cross back to the board with 
a heart. When be then ruffs the last 
diamond, he can get back to dummy 
with, a trump to draw the outstand- 
ing trumps and claim the rest of the 
tricks. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARKS 



1 


'Explain to me again how you 
crashed into a tree on an indoor 
cross-country skiing simulator." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
(bur ordinary wonts. 
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HE COMMITTEE? A 
I TRAFFIC VIOLATION - 
WHEN HE WAS 
j PRMNe UNPER THE 
-INFLUENCE OF THIS. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


< Yesterday's 


Print answer hara: j X J X IXX3 

(Answers tomorrow) 

j JumbteK FLOOD KNIFE PULPIT DECEIT 
I Answer Hints ane often dropped but seldom Hite— 

! r PICKED UP 


London to Peking trip raises funds for tree-planting project in India 

British couple arrives in Amman on bicycle 


By Rania Alalia 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In support of a 
tree-planting project in Rajas- 
than, India, a newly-wed British 
couple have set out on a London 
to Peking cycling trip that is 
expected to raise £10,000, and to 
take them through 30.000 
kilometres. 

Mike Austin and Mel Platt, 
both journalists from London, 
first considered going on this trip 
as a "long honeymoon." But 
being the "environmentalists'* 
that they are, they decided to use 
the trip to raise funds for a 
tree-planting project in India. 

The project is being carried out 
by a local development organisa- 
tion in Rajasthan in cooperation 
with Oxfam, a British relief agen- 
cy for famine. The project aims at 
planting citrus trees in an area 
that has previously been defore- 
sted, according to Austin. 

"This cycling trip puts us in 
touch with the people of various 
countries," Austin told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday. "We get to 
meet the people that matter — 
the heart of the country," the 
41-year-old cyclist said. 

The trip, which is expected to 
last two and a half years, has so 
far taken them to more than 10 
countries. "We hope from this 
trip that through newspaper and 
media coverage we can convey to 
people that fund-raising activities 
like this are going on around the 
world," Platt said. 

With the help of friends, Platt 
and Austin started raising funds 
when they were still in Loodon, 
holding various fundraising acti- 
vities including slide shows. 

"We send post cards to various 
people from different countries 
and they, in turn, send £10 to 
Oxfam. and this amount goes into 
a special account for the Rajas- 
than Project," Austin said. 

It has taken the British couple 
a year to travel from London, 
through Holland, Germany, 
France, Switzerland, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Greece, Turkey, 
Iraq and Jordan. They spend 


four to six weeks in each coun- 
try. and have so far managed to 
raise £3,000 (approximately JD 
1,500). 

Platt and Austin said they tried 
to get sponsorship for their cycl- 
ing trip, but added that response 
from the 500 or so businesses they 
contacted for that purpose was 
"fairly negative." 

"Business wise, people are not 
interested in forestry in India. If 
it were a different cause, such as 
cancer, people would have been 
more responsive." Platt said. 

The couple said they were able 
to get sponsorship for camping 
equipment, cycling tyres and 
clothes, but almost no cash 
money for the trip. 

"We did not plan to pass 
through the Middle East original- 
ly, but now that we are here we 
would like to see more of it," 
Platt said. The next stretch takes 
them to Egypt. Sudan, Yemen, 
Oman, through Pakistan and In- 
dia into China, their final destina- 
tion. 

Asked what their impression of 
Iordan was, Platt and Austin said 
they were impressed by the 
“great hospitality" of bedouin 
police at a station close to the 
Jordanian-Iraqi border. 

“The attitudes towards us as 
tourists on bikes have been very 
positive. People may not under- 
stand the concept of our trip, but 
they are still very hospitable," 
Platt said. So far, the couple have 
not faced any problems in any of 
the countries, “not even with the 
bikes.” 

The couple said they were ner- 
vous about going to Iraq because 
of the war, adding they imagined 
to see Baghdad “flattened." 

"Hie situation is very different 
from what the Western press por- 
trays it to be,” Platt said. "We 
thought we may be doing some 
voluntary services like driving 
ambulances, but we were sur- 
prised to see that the morale is 
very high." 

Austin and Platt said they may 
end up making a tour of the world 
rather than ending their trip in 
China. 
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YOUR 

DfliLr 


HOROSCOPE 

From the CarroN Righter institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Your mind will be especially clear 
today, and you should have no 
trouble handling any projects you 
want to begin with great efficiency. 
Be sure to pay attention to the 
details of any financial ventures. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
would be much better off ac- 
core pKshmg some worthwhile goals 
than running off L*r recreation. Be 
more cooperative with your mate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Don't waste any valuable time 
arguing a moot point this morning. 
Let your talents shine this evening, 
but don’t stay out -too lata 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be 
very careful in the handling of com- 
munications this morning, and 
avoid alienating anyone. Entertain 
some good friends this evening. * 
MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) Don't jeopardize your 
security in any way this morning. 
Get together with an old friend, aim 
enjoy a favorite hobby together. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) If you 
are having trouble solving a per- 
sonal problem, seek out the help of 
a professional. Be sure property 
repairs are within your budget. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If 
you and a dose friend coordinate 


your efforts, you can accomplish 
much in a short time. Don't let an 
annoying situation rum your mood. 

LIBRA (ScpL 23 to Od. 221 An 
acquaintance who is angry may try 
to use you as a whipping boy, so try 
to calm this person down. Enjoy 
the company of your mate tonight. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
superior is in a plain old rotten 
mood, so keep out of this person's 
way. Be tactful and polite when 
dealing with others today. 

SAG1TTARI US (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Keep your eyas open Tor an op- 
portunity to do something which 
will add to your prestige. Don't 
take any risks while driving. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Steer clear of an argument with 
your mate this morning. Study the 
details of a trip you are planning on 
taking in the near future. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
A very lucrative business oppor- 
tunity will be present today, so stay 
on your toes. Help out a friend who 
is in a sticky situation. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) In- 
stead of arguing with a co-worker 
who you think Is not pulling his 
weight, be calm and reasonable and 
let this person know how you feel. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Ointment 
5 Iranian niter 
B Hindu melody 

13 Fiber plant 

14 Sea creature 

16 Seed cover 

17 Suet 

IB Eat away 
10 Factory 
20 7M 

23 Summer 
coolw 

24 “King” Cote 

25 “Dirty — " 

28 FOod fteh 
30 Fan behind 
33 PaBndnsmle 

title 

34- Inadequate 
35 InnocHit one 
38 Former First 
Lady 

38 Nautical term 
40 
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41 Meet (he day 

42 Rom. coin 

43 El — , Tex. 

44 Shorn 

45 Heavy weight 

46 Baibara — 
Gaddas 

47 “Acroas — “ 
(Gable Mm) 

58 Rajah"* wHe 

57 Overact 
68 — Abby 

58 Cupid 

80 Loon a. a. 

81 Actress . 
Sommer 

62 Orient 

63 TTy out 
84 Beginning 

DOWN 

1 Romantic tela 

2 Comic King 

3 Nobleman 

4 Aaetanf 
Persian 

5 Fiat 

6 Lena of song 

7 Anglo-Saxon 
estate 

9 - Park, NY 



OlBBB Tribun* lUdU &MMCM, M. 

Afl noma Rnaned _ 

Yesterday's Puzzle Sahwtfc 

8 done member 


10 LBce the Gobi 

11 Arte, river 

12 Partner 
15 Flag 

21 City naar 
MMan 

22 Crude man 
2S Gee. city 
28 Ta-ta 
27 Destroy 


29 Sound ol 
laughter 

30 ftemala demon 

----- » 

mscancan 

32 Hooter Kelly 
83 Farina 

34 Wreaths 

35 Char 

37 Marked hi a 
way 

38 Shore bbds 

43 Luau treat 

44 Waste 

45 Vie dance 
48 Goea tar 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnrann 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
sinn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnon nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


47 FamBy — 

48 — tin 
48 Stagger 

Slaughter 
50 Threw off 


51 Ctieea term 

52 Poems 

53 JUr. river 

54 Rout 

65 Stirred up 



Mike Austin and Mel Platt, a newly-wed British couple in Amman 
Saturday on a London to Peking cycling trip. 


Argentine outclasses 
Edberg in 4th round 
French Open tennis 

PARIS (R) — Stefan Edberg, officially ranked world 
number two behind Ivan Lendl but a relative 
novice on slow courts, sustained a not wholly 
unexpected defeat in the fourth round of the French 
Open Sunday. 


The Swede's classic serve-vol- 
ley technique left him with too 
few options against exciting 
Argentine newcomer Guillermo 
Perez-Roldan, who won 7-5, 6-3, 
6-3 in a centre court match of 
contrasting styles. 

"It was always going to be 
difficult for me." said Edberg, 
twice former champion of Au- 
stralia on grass. “Obviously I will 
have more chance at Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open. 

Perez-Roldan, 18, ranked 18th 
in the world and seeded 15 at 
Roland Garros, won the French 
Open junior events here in 1985 
and 1987 and showed he had 
matured into a considerable force 
when he extended Lendl to five 
sets in the final of the Italian 
Open in Rome three weeks ago. 

Edberg, 22, was the first player 
to achieve the junior Grand Slam 
in 1983, but although be trium- 
phed on parisian clay five years 
ago, his grouodstrokes lack the 
power and consistent accuracy 
needed to succeed at this level. 

The Argentine, who accompa- 
nies every shot with the seeming- 
ly now mandatory grunt, is a 
typical South American daycourt 
specialist in the Guillermo Villas 
mould. 

Hitting his forehands with sav- 
age power and wicked topspin, 
Perez-Roldan ser out to keep 
Edberg at the baseline and away 
from the net where his devastat- 
ing volleys and overheads can be 
effective even on slow clay. 

The Argentine broke service 
for the first time in the match in 


the fourth game, and although he 
surrendered his own serve at 5-3, 
he captured Edberg again at 6-5 
with a blistering crosscourt fore- 
hand winner. 

Looking increasingly frustrated 
at the lack of impact his fierce 
serves were making, the Swede 
dropped serve again as the 
second set followed an exactly 
similar pattern. 

Edberg briefly raised Swedish 
hopes when he broke Perez-Rol- 
dan for a 2-0 lead before the 
Argentine steadied and raced 
through six of the next seven 
games to wrap up victory in two 
hours and six minutes. 


Kasparov 

outpaces 

Karpov 

AMSTERDAM (R) — World 
Champion Gary Kasparov 
Sunday won a four-man chess 
tournament here with a con- 
vincing win over .Anatoli Kar- 
pov in their first encounter 
since the Seville World Cham- 
pionship match last year. 

Kasparov, beating Karpov 
3-1 in four games, was given 
title to the 30,000 
guilder(S15,600) tournament 
prize money after Dutch 
grand-master John van der 
Wiel conceded the final game 
against Karpov. 


Your dreams come true with SKY WAY TTT 

€ 

TlT maBaysia 

We know how to make your leisure time an unforgettable 
experience. 

We will take you in a 12-day trip to the exotic Far East, the 
land of beauty and excitement. 

It is real fun to spend your vacation in luxurious hotels and 
visit a lot of fabulous places in: 



Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur 

For reservations, please call: SKY WAY OFFICE, 
TEL- 639575-653446/7 


CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS 
COMPANY LTD. JORDAN 
(C.C.C.) 

REQUIRES 

ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 

1. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER:- POWER, LIGHTING & 
SMALL CURRENT SYSTEMS 

10-12 years’ experience in design, cost estimates, procure- 
ment and supervision of large civil and building projects. 

2. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER:- POWER, LIGHTING, 
SMALL CURRENT SYSTEMS & INSTRUMENTA- 
TION 

10-12 years' experience in design, cost estimates, procure- 
ment and supervision of petro-chemicai and industrial pro- 
jects. 

3. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER:- POWER, LIGHTING, 
SMALL CURRENT SYSTEMS & INSTRUMENTA- 
TION 

5 years' experience in cost estimates, procurement and 
supervision of pelro-chemical and industrial projects. 

4. MECHANICAL ENGINEER:- HVAC, PLUMBING, 
FIREFIGHTING, WATER & SEWAGE TREATMENT 

8-10 years' experience in design, cost estimates, procure- 
ment and supervision of large civil, building and petro- 
chemical projects. 

— Applicants should be fluent in English & preferably 
fluent In French too. 

— Applications are to be filled at our office - Jabal 
Luweibdeh, near the Municipality Garden, sup- 
ported by educational and experience certificates. 

— C.C.C. Tel: 625827 & 630827 


Peanuts 


I TRIEP TO 6IVE THE REP 
BARON A BlRTHDAf CARE, A HP 
WE 5 WOT IT FULL OF HOLES... 



JE RE6RETTE BEAUC0UP.. | 
PON'T BE SAP, FLYIN6 ACE... f 
YOU WERE VERY BRAVE, AHP * 
YOU MAPE HIM LOOK F00L15H..I 


|toutvabien!somepay 

THEY UMLL LAU6H ANP SAY, 

I ‘‘HE 5H0T P0WN E16WTY PLANE5 
ANP ONE B1RTHPAY CAKEi" 




Muttn’ Jeff 



ycu SHOULD BE ASHAMED 
CF YOURSELF CALUNG A 
BABYSITTER TO SIT 
WITH YOU * 


HELLO, JUDY, 
WILL YOU COME 
OVER AND BABY- 
SIT? GREAT! 
SEE YOU AT 
SEVEN O'CLOCK 5 . 



jjHEuLOJj'ta JUDY'S 
MOTHER! JUDY - 
'COULDN'T COME SO I 
SAID : WOULD TAKE 
OVER FOR HER! 




ft*- 'EmaiVh 


Andy Capp 



I'M GETTING 
MAKRIECs 
NEXT MONTH, 
MISSUS CAPP 

“Any ^ 
G03C./SCV1CE? 
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Najibullah convenes 1st 
parliament in 15 years 


KABUL (Agencies) — President Najibullah Sunday 
convened Afghanistan's first parliament in 15 years 
with a call for armed groups to lay down their arms 
immediately and take legislative seats held open for 
them. 


He sukd he would not concede 
any territory to the Mujahedeen 
fighters, who have been fighting 
Ihe Moscow-backed Afghan gov- 
ernment and Soviet troops for 
nearly a decade, 
fn a 20-minute speech inter- 
rupted seven rimes by applause 
from members of the bicameral 
parliament. Najibullah continued 
his efforts to portray himself as 
no longer the leader of a one- 
party state. 

His People's Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan iPDPA) holds 
only a quarter of the currently 
occupied 184 seats in the house of 
representatives, but virtually ail 
the rest are held by groups or 
individuals with ties to Najibul- 
lah s administration, according to 
foreign observers. 

Two former Mujahedeen lead- 
ers hold what the government 
calls "opposition" seats. 

The Mujahedeen. whose arms 
suppliers include the United 
States, have not halted their bat- 
tle against Afghan and Soviet 
troops despite the start of Soviet 
withdrawal two weeks ago. 

Under an agreement signed in 
Geneva in April, the Soviet Un- 
ion pledged to withdraw all of its 
estimated 115,000 soldiers from 
Afghanistan by Feb. 15, 1989- 


Najibullah said the signing of 
the Geneva accord "opened new 
doors for peace in Afghanistan" 
but he said it "does not mean 
overnight peace." 

The parliament, which consists 
of the house of representatives 
and a 15S-member senate, re- 
places the Revolutionary Council 
as Afghanistan's law-making 
bodv. 


The house of representatives is 
to have 234 seats, but there are 50 
vacancies — the seats Najibullah 
said have been left open for the 
Mujahedeen if they stop fighting. 

The vacancies are for electoral 
districts either controlled by the 
fighters or that have been the 
scene of heavy fighting. 

"We are ready to listen to the 
views of the opposition." Na- 
jibullah said, speaking in the 
Pushtu language. "We are ready 
to receive them in Kabul.” A 
simultaneous translation was pro- 
vided in English for diplomats 
and journalists. 


The Mujahedeen. whose head- 
quarters are in neighbouring 
Pakistan, have vowed to continue 
fighting as long as Najibullah. a 
former" secret police commander, 
remains in power. 

The parliament was convened 


in the ornately columned, gilt- 
ceilinged Star Palace in the fore- 
ign ministry compound. The new 
legislators, some in turbans and 
robes, others in Western attire, 
were brought to the compound in 
buses guarded by soldiers. 

Inside the palace, no shooting 
was heard during the opening 
session, but the roar of artillery is 
heard nearly every day in the 
capital, which sprawls on a plain 
at the bases of several hills. 

Rocket attacks by the guerrillas 
have grown more frequent since 
Soviet" troops started withdrawing 
May 15. The Kabul Times re- 
ported that five people were kil- 
led in rocket attacks Friday night. 

The parliament session opened 
with a black-bearded clergyman 
intoning verses from the Koran, 
and Najibullah prefaced his 
speech with “in the name of 
Allah, rhe Merciful an ' 
Almighry." 

The Afghan president spoke of 
his desire for a “neutral and 
non-aligned nation,” but he also 
spoke of continued friendship 
with the Soviet Union. He said 
his government wanted a "mixed 
economy and foreign investment 
so rhat all Afghans in their shops 
can carry out their work and be 
sure of their future." 

Najibullah formally proposed 
Mohammad Hassan Sharq as 
prime minister. His name bad 
already been announced and his 
election by parliament is ex- 
pected to be a formality. 

Parliamentary elections that 


Experts fault American 


strategy in Panama talks 


WASHINGTON 1AP) — 
Reagan administration's failed 
effort to induce Panamanian 
leader Manuel Antonio Noriega 
to surrender power was riddled 
with blunders, according to a 
number of independent experts. 

But while many of the experts 
found fault with the way the 
administration bandied the nego- 
tiations. they had few ideas on 
what the United Suites can do 


now to achieve its goals of an 
apolitical military and restoring 
constitutional rule in Panama. 

“We're in for the long haul."' 
said Eva Loser of the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 

To some experts, the United 
States looked both foolish and 
weak after Noriega refused last 
Wednesday to sign on to a U.S.- 
brokered deal that called for his 


Bangladesh floods kill 
5$ thousands displaced 


DHAKA fAP) — As many as 
half a million people have been 
driven from their homes and at 
least five killed by flooding in 
Bangladesh's northeastern dis- 
tricts, government officials and 
news reports said Sunday. 

As yet, the flooding has not 
approached the level of last 
spring's, the worst in 70 years, in 
which more than one-quarter of 
the nation’s 105 million people 
were forced to flee and more than 
1.000 were killed. 

This year, heavy rains and the 
annual snow melt from the Hima- 
laya Mountains have sent the 
Surma and Kushiara rivers in the 


northeastern districts of Sylhet 
and Sunamganj over their banks, 
the report said. 


The rivers are pan of the 
Brahmaputra system, which also 
flows through India, Flooding 
along the Brahmaputra has taken 
the lives of at least 26 people in 
the northeastern Indian state of 
Assam, Indian news agencies re- 


ported Saturday. 

Government officials in Sylhet, 
160 kilometres northeast of Dha- 
ka, said Sunday that three people 
died Saturday when their house 
was washed away and two others 
were drowned. 


resignation in August and tem- 
porary departure from Panama 
while an election process took 
place. 

“I think that what’s happened 
is we’ve really seen the limits of 
U.S. intervention,” said Douglas 
Bandow of the Cato Institute. 
“And despite the fact that we’re a 
superpower, we would have trou- 
ble killing a fly." 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Elliott Abrams defended the 
negotiations in a telephone inter- 
view, saying, "people critical of 
the negotiations criticised, us 
when we were not negotiating. 
That's called politics." 


James Hacked, an associate at 
the Heritage Foundation, said 
that the administration's first mis- 
take was in bringing drug smug- 
gling indictments last February 
against Noriega. 


"You don't go around indicting 
foreign presidents or rulers,” said 
Hacked, a former foreign service 
officer who once served in 
Panama. 


Ambler Moss, a former ambas- 
sador to Panama, agreed with 
Loser that the United States 
should have joined with other 
Latin American countries in the 
adempt to negotiate a settlement. 


Lidiya Gromyko to share 


limelight with Nancy Reagan 


By Snsan Cornwell 

Reuters 


MOSCOW — The badle of the 
superpower first ladies took a 
new turn Tuesday as summit 
planners disclosed that Nancy 
Reagan's hostess to Leningrad 
will not be elegant Raisa Gor- 
bachev but plump and matron- 
ly Lidiya Gromyko. 

Press aides to Mrs. Reagan 
said the wife of Soviet Presi- 
dent Andrei Gromyko would 
accompany her on a day trip to 
Leningrad next Tuesday as 
President Regan continues his 
meetings in Moscow with 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Mrs. Gromyko is thought to 
be close to the age of her 
78-year-old husband. 

"I don't think Nancy will 
have any problem upstaging 
her," said the wife of a Mos- 
cow-based diplomat. “She’s 
rather short and slightly on the 
heavy side. I wouldn't call her 
one of the best-dressed women 
in Moscow." 

The aides said they did not 
know why Soviet authorities 
proposed Mrs. Gromyko and 
not Mrs. Gorbachev for the 
Leningrad outing, which will 
be Nancy's only excursion out- 
side of Moscow during the 
five-day summir. 

But they rejected sugges- 
tions that Raisa appeared to be 
snubbing Nancy. Since the two 
women met at the first super- 
power summit in Geneva in 
1985. there have been rumours 
that they do not get along. 


“When Raisa was in 
Washington during the last 
summit, she had her own sche- 
dule and she went where she 
wanted to go, and I think it's 
going to be the same here for 
Nancy,” one aide to Mrs. 
Reagan told Reuters. 

“I don’t understand the feel- 
ing that they have to be con- 
stant companions," she said. 

Another U.S. official 
pointed out that the pairing off 
with Mrs. Gromyko was cor- 
rect from the standpoint of 
protocol. 

“After all, she is the wife of 
the head of the Soviet govern- 
ment,” he said. 


appearance and flair for 
fashion inspired French desig- 
ner Pierre Cardin to call her 
“one of the most elegant 
women in the world,”. Mrs. 
Gromyko is homely and 
friendly. 


Nancy's schedule during the 
May 29- June 2 summit includes 
two outings in Moscow with 
Raisa, planners say. 

That is one more get- 
together than the two women 
had at the last summit in 
Washington last December. 
There the fact that they only 
met once without their hus- 
bands fuelled rumours that 
Nancy was shunning Raisa. 


The first ladies will also 
accompany their husbands to 
dinners in Moscow Monday 
and Tuesday, and to the Bol- 
shoi Ballet Wednesday. 

During their trip to Lening- 
rad, Mrs. Reagan and Mrs. 
Gromyko will tour rhe hermit- 
age, the former palace of the 
Czars that is now a museum, 
and visit a memorial to the 
defenders of the city in World 
War II. 

Unlike Raisa, whose chic 


But communication between 
the two president's wives could 
pose a problem. Mrs. Gromy- 
ko takes an interpreter with 
her to diplomatic functions. 

“She doesn't seem to speak 
any English," said one woman, 
who has met her. “And judg- 
ing from her reactions, l think 
she might be a little bit deaf." 

Mrs. Gromyko is rarely seen 
in Moscow, but the Soviet 
president’s recently-released 
memoirs revealed that she had 
frequently travelled abroad 
with her husband when he was 
Soviet foreign minister. 

Nancy’s first get-together 
with Raisa will be Sunday, the 
day the Reagans arrive in 
Mosocw. The two women are 
to take a walking tour of the 
Kremlin while their husbands 
hold their first meeting. 

On Wednesday, Nancy and 
Raisa will tour the Tretyakov 
Gallery, which displays exclu- 
sively Russian art from early 
religious works of the 10th 
century until the present day. 

Soviet sources said Nancy 
and Raisa had also been in- 
vited to attend a rock concert 
organised by the TASS news 
agency Sunday evening at the 
Luzhniki sports palace. But 
Nancy’s aides said there were 
no plans for her to attend. 



Najibullah 


took place after a 1973 coup 
ousted King Zahir Shah were the 
last in Afghanistan before last 
month’s voting, and like them, 
were widely disputed. Parliament 
has oot met since 1973. 

The former prime minister, 
Sultan Aii Keshtmand, was con- 
soled with a decoration, the Sun 
of Freedom, and was made one of 
the nine secretaries of the PDPA. 


Armenians 
rally for 
activist’s 
freedom 


MOSCOW (AP) — Thousands of 
Armenians rallied in their south- 
ern capital Saturday, demanding 
freedom for a jailed nationalist 
leader and calling for a holiday 
marking formation of their re- 
public. a Soviet dissident said. 

Alexander Ogorodnikov, a 
Russian Orthodox activist in 
Moscow, said the crowd in Yere- 
van, near the Turkish border, 
sang patriotic songs and held up 
portraits of Armenian national 
heroes. 

They also held pictures of 
Paruyr Ayrikyan, a nationalist 
arrested in March and still under 
confinement. 

Police did not interfere in the 
two-hour demonstration though 
the crowd prevented government 
officials from speaking to the 
rally through megaphones, the 
activist said without elaborating. 

Ayrikyan emerged as a primary 
spokesman for activists shortly 
after Armenians began demon- 
strating Feb. 13 for annexation of 
Nagorno-Karabakh from neigh- 
bouring Azerbaijan, a Soviet re- 
public on the Caspian Sea that 
borders Iran. 

Ogorodnikov said Saturday's 
protest drew an estimated 50.000 
people and occurred on the same 
square outside Yerevan's Opera 
House where massive protests 
over the Nagorno-Karabakh issue 
have been held. 

Portraits of Ayrikyan and the 
Armenian national flag were 
placed on the opera house, said 
Ogorodnikov, who spent nearly 
nine years in jail for Christian 
activism. 

In addition to demanding the 
release of Ayrikyan. the demon- 
strators called on the government 
to celebrate the May 28. 1918, 
formation of the Armenian re- 
public with a holiday. The Arme- 
nian republic later was incorpo- 
rated into the Soviet Union. 

The protesters sent telegram- 
raes to the Soviet parliaments, 
known as Supreme Soviets, in 
Moscow and Armenia outlining 
their demands, Ogorodnikov 
said. 

Ayrikyan is being held in 
Armenia on a charge of defama- 
tion or spreading false informa- 
tion discrediting the Soviet 
Union. 


U.N. secures Ethiopian 

relief efforts 


promise over 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — 
Ethiopia has promised the United 
Nations it will be allowed to 
expand its role in the war-torn 
and drought-stricken north where 
civil war has crippled relief 
efforts, U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar said 
Sunday. 

Perez de Cuellar met with Pres- 
ident Mengistu Haile Mariam Fri- 
day and said their talks were 
“most useful and encouraging" 
and focused on ways to "ensure 
the continued flow of humanita- 
rian supplies to the affected 
population.’’ 

He did not elaborate, bur the 
United Nation's chief representa- 
tive in Ethiopia. Michael Priest- 
ley, later told reporters Ethiopia 
had promised “in principle" to 
allow more U.N. personnel in the 
north and to permit them to move 
outside the government-held 
towns. 

“Depending, of course, on the 
security situation.*' he said. 


Ethiopia, citing security risks, 
April 6 expelled foreign aid work- 
ers from the northern provinces 
of Eritrea and Tigre. where mar- 
tial law was declared following 
rebel offensives in March that 
forced the government to with- 
draw to major towns. 

Relief agencies now are 
allowed to operate only in the 
shrunken areas still under gov- 
ernment control, leaving about 
two-thirds of the 3.2 million 
drought victims beyond reach of 
emergency aid, say relief officials 
and diplomats. 

The United Nations in late 
April was granted permission to 
return four people coordinating 
the airlift and trucking operation 
to the Eritrean capital of Asmara. 

And the European Economic 
Community (EEC), a major food 
donor, said Saturday it had been 
granted permission to send repre- 
sentatives periodically to the 
north to monitor the relief opera- 
tion. 


Aquino: Muslims must 
make first move for peace 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino said Sunday Muslim 
rebels should make the first move 
if they wanted new peace talks to 
solve the separatist problem in 
the southern Philippines. 

“If they wish to talk again with 
the government the initiative will 
have to come from them,” 
Aquino said in a taped radio 
call-in programme to be broad- 
cast later Sunday. A transcript 
was released by Aquino's press 
office. Negotiations between the 
government and the rebel Moro 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) broke down in June last 
year over the degree of autonomy 


to be given Muslims in this mainly 
Christian country. 

More than 50.000 people were 
killed in tbe 1970s at the height of 
fighting between government 
forces and Muslim separatists on 
Mindanao island, where most of 
the country’s seven million Mus- 
lims live. A ceasefire has been in 
effect in the area for the past two 
years. 

On Friday, Aquino told visiting 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Mohammad Khan Junejo she- 
hoped Pakistan would use its 
“moderating influence" among 
Muslim states to help end the 
Mindanao problem. 


Italian killing exposes 
bizarre religious sect 


ROME (R) — A macabre killing 
in southern Italy has alerted au- 
thorities to a bizarre religious sect 
they believe may be tied to kid- 
napping, bank robbery and the 
mafia. 

Police stumbled on the sect, 
the group of the Rosary, last 
Thursday when a man with gun- 
shot wounds led them to a farm- 
house in the Calabrian mountain 
village on San Pietro in Amamea 
where he said he had been 
“punished for losing the faith.” 

Inside, they found 35 people 


linked in a human chain around a 
table praying to pictures of the 
Madonna and the sect's late 
founder, Antonio Naccarato. 
Another room, its metal door 
welded shut, held the rigid corpse 
of a sect member. Pietro Latella. 


Police said Latella, 27. had 
been shot 12 times with his hands 
and legs tied behind his neck in a 
ritualistic position associated with 
mafia killings of perceived 
traitors. A cat had also been 
slaughtered. 


Nicaragua 
peace talks 
end; truce 
extended 


MANAGUA (R) — The Sandi- 
nista government and U.S. -back- 
ed Nicaraguan rebels decided to 
meet again next week after failing 
to agree to end their war at a 
third round of peace talks in 
Managua which broke up late 
Saturday. 

The rebels said they would 
maintain a two- month ceasefire 
which was originally due to expire 
Tuesday until the next round of 
talks here on June 7-9. 

Nicaraguan Defence Minister 
Humberto Ortega said the gov- 
ernment would stick to a 30-day 
extension of the truce it declared 
earlier this week to give more 
chances for peace. 

He angrily accused contra 
military leader Enrique Ber- 
mudez of being under LLS. 
orders to block progress at the 
talks and said the rebels had 
refused even to sign a joint dec- 
laration announcing tbe new 
meeting. 

■ “Among the mercenary ranks 
Bermudez is predominant, the 
bellicose sector is predominant." 
Ortega told a news conference. 
“If it was not for Bermudez, we 
would almost have signed a peace 
agreement." 

He predicted the contra lead- 
ership would disintegrate if Ber- 
mudez continued to dominate, 
and that this could lead to 
renewal of fighting that has 
already claimed 50,000 lives. 

Rebel political leader Alfredo 
Ctsar said “there were some adv- 
ance but there was not enough 
time to reach accords." 

The government said that four 
points were agreed over technical 
aspects of a ceasefire, bringing 
tbe number approved in an over- 
all peace document to 20 out of 
32. 

This week's talks were the third 
in Managua and the first attended 
by Bermudez. 

Ortega said the contras had not 
shown interest in a new govern- 
ment offer Saturday to allow tbe 
rebels to take part in talks on 
broad democratic and institution- 
al reforms. 

“The contra and die American 
administration have accused the 
government of being anti-demo- 
cratic, of being dictatorial, of 
being totalitarian... but they had 
no interest in discussing the prop- 
osal in depth,” Ortega said. 


Assassination bid kills 6 in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AP) — Four sus- 
pected Sinhalese extremists using 
automatic rifles shot six people to 
death, including a 10-year-old 
girl, in a raid on the home of a Sri 
Lankan politician, a police offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

The politician, K.W.R. Dhar- 
masena. his wife and three sup- 
porters were injured in the appa- 
rent assassination attempt late 
Saturday night, said the official, 
whose name cannot be used 
under briefing rules. 

The dead included Dhar- 
masena's 10-year-old idaughier 
and his father, he said. 

The attack occurred in the 
town of Homagama, which is 20 
kilometres southeast of Col- 
ombo. 

It was the latest shooting in a 


series blamed on the Peoples 
Liberation Front, an under- 
ground group of nationalist 
Sinhalese opposed to an Indian- 
brokered peace accord signed last 
July. 

The group contends that the 
pact, which is aimed at ending a 
five-year insurgency by the is- 
land's Tamils, makes too many 
concessions to the ethnic minor- 
ity. The front has threatened to 
kill anyone who supports the 
agreement. 

The pact called for the Tamils 
to lay down their arms in ex- 
change for the creation of district 
councils, which are designed to 
give Sri Lankans more say in local 
government affairs. 

Dharmasena is a candidate 
from the ruling United National 


Party for elections scheduled next 
Thursday. 

At least 19 candidates have 
been killed by the front in the 
past two months. Twelve other 
attempts on candidates’ lives 
have been unsuccessful. 


Earlier Saturday, an opposition 
party candidate and two of bis 
supporters were shot to death by 
suspected Sinhalese nationalists 
in the town of Natala, 104 
kilometres northeast of Col- 
ombo. 


Indian Defence Minister K.C. 
Pant is to arrive Monday to meet 
with President Junius Jayewar- 
dene. Sri Lankan officials said the 
talks will include discussion of a 
phased withdrawal of Indian 
troops from the island nation. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mortar hits Ulster police base 


COOKSTOWN. Northern Ireland (R) — Several civilians and 
soldiers were slightly injured Saturday in a mortar attack on an 
Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) Base in Tyrone county, police 
said. A spokesman said they were taken to hospital suffering from 
minor injuries and shock after the base in Cookstown, west of 
Belfast, came under fire for the second time this week. The UDR 
is a locally-recruited, mainly-protestant unit of British forces iu 
Northern Ireland. There was no immediate claim of responsibility 
for the attack, similar to past assaults mounted by the guerrilla 
group. Irish Republican Army (IRA), fighting to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland. The area was sealed off while bomb disposal 
experts searched for unexploded devices. Fifty families were 
evacuated in a mortar attack on the base Tuesday, but there were 
no reports of casualties. 


disease, a form of pneumonia, takes its name from an outbreak 
which killed 29 people at a meeting in Philadelphia 12 years ago of 
the American Legion U.S. War" Veterans’ Group. 


U.S. reportedly plans secret rocket 


Pope names 25 new cardinals 


VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — Pope John Paul II named 25 new 
cardinals Sunday, including the Archbishops of Detroit and 
Washington D.C. in the United States, Vienna and Hong Kong, 
and a prelate from Lithuania, the Roman Catholic stronghold of 
the Soviet Union- The most significant appointment was of 
Bishop Vincentas Sladkevicius. apostolic administrator for the 
Diocese of Kaisiadorys in Soviet Lithuania. Sladkevicius. 67, will 
become only the second resident Roman Catholic cardinal in the 
Soviet Union and its first cardinal elector. The appointments 
bring membership to the college of cardinals to 161, of whom 120 
are under the age of 80 and eligible to vote to elect a new Pope. 
Pope Paul VI had ruled that only cardinals unde* - 80 could 
participate in a conclave and he also limited their number to 120. 


NEW YORK 1 R) — The U.S. Defence Department plans to 
build an air-launched rocket to carry military and spy satellites 
into space, possibly, without being detected by the Soviet Union, 
the New York Times said Sunday. The newspaper, quoting 
government and space industry officials, said the three-stage, 
winged rocket would be launched from a B-52 bomber about 1 1 
kilometres above earth and carry payloads of up to 275 kilos into 
orbit on short notice. The military wants to test the rocket for an 
experimental programme involving light-weight satellites and 
launchers for a variety of military uses, including spy and 
communication satellites, the newspaper said. It said military 
planners had described the air-launched rocket system as inexpen- 
sive and less vulnerable to attack than ground-based systems. It 
could also be from remote areas, far from Soviet detection 
systems trained on the east and west coasts of the United States. 
Under a decade-old agreement, countries must notify the United 
Nations of all payloads they blast into space. 


Thais pressure Hanoi over refugees 


BBC destroys tower after 2 killed 


LONDON (R) — The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
said Sunday it was destroying a cooling tower on the roof of its 
London headquarters after an outbreak of Legionnaires' 
killed two employees. About 80 people are believed to have been 
infected in or around BBC broadcasting house. A BBC spokes- 
man said the wet cooling tower would be replaced by a “forced 
air" system which could not harbour bacteria of the disease. The 


CHA-AM,. Thailand (AP) — Thailand called Saturday for 
international pressure on Hanoi to help ease the Vietnamese 
refugee problem and for the repatriation of Vietnamese who are 
fleeing their country. Participants at a conference on Vietnamese 
‘‘boat people" also called for more resettlement of refugees by 
third countries and an expanded orderly departure programme 
from Vietnam to alleviate what they said was the “gravest 
Indochinese refugee crisis since 1979 " Pressure must be exerted 
by ail concerned on Vietnam to recognise the humanitarian 
consequences of the (refugee) outflow and the negative image 
created for Vietnam," a senior Thai foreign ministry' official, 
Pracha Guna-Kasem, said at the conclusion of the four-day 
meeting. The conference, sponsored by the Ford Foundation 
brought together officials from the six Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Hong Kong, as well -as the UvN. 
High Commissioner for Refugees and observers from Japan 
Sweden, the United States, Australia and New Zealand. 
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‘With or without?’ 
newscaster asks 
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/ 


GREEN BAY. WISCONSIN 
(AP) — Television weather fore- 
caster Tom Mahoney decided, 
that public opinion would deter- 
mine whether he should or should 
not wear his toupee on the air. 
More than 3,900 of those' who 


/ 


participated in the call-in poll by 
station WFRV said they thought 


meteorologist Mahoney should 
remove the toupee he had worn 
on the air for six years, while 
more than 2.800 said heJsjbould 
leave it on. Mahoney told viewers 
he thought he looked better with 
the hairpiece, but felt better with- 
out it. To facilitate the viewers' 
decision, he showed a picture of 
himself both with and without the 
hairpiece. With the polls results 
in, he removed the hairpiece. 
News director Gerry Jensen smd 
it will be auctioned off to benefit 
a charity. 


Fergie’s father 
accused of * bad 
behaviour’ 


LONDON (AP) — Major 
Ronald Ferguson, the Dutchess 
of York's father, nartbwly 
escaped an attempt to oust him 
from polo's ruling body over 
newspaper allegations that he fre- 
quented prostitutes at a London 
massage parlor, the polo orga- 
nisation said Saturday. The Hurl- 
inghain Polo Association, which 
governs the sport throughout 
the British Commonwealth, 
voted 7 to 6 against a resolution 
under which the 56-y ear-old ma- 
jor “should be invited to tender 
his resignation voluntarily," Bri- 
gadier Peter Thwaites. chairman 
of the Stewards Committee* told 
the AP. Thwaites said he was 
among those pressing for Fergu- 
son's resignation from his post as 
one of the association's stewards. 
“I’m not for a moment saying we 
are all whiter than white. But you 
can't really have a chap sitting in- 
judgment over somebody, else 
who has, by his own confession, 
behaved badly. " Thwaites was: . 
quoted as saying. The Sunday; 
People.' a mass-circulation tab- 
loid, published a photo on May 8 
of Ferguson leaving.the Wigmore , 
Club, a London massage parlor. 
It quoted prostitutes there as 
saying he was “one of their most 
valued regular customers: 5 ’’ 




Robbed at 
3,500 metres 


DOGUBEYAZIT. Turkey (R) 
— Kurdish guerrillas ambushed a 
group of European climbers on 
Mount Ararat and robbed them 
at a height of 3.500 metres police 
reported Saturday. They said 
troops were hunting the guerrillas 
after Thursday’s hold-up, the first 
such robbery since 1985 on the 
slopes of the 5.123-metre moun- 
tain, reputed resting place of 
Noah’s Ark. A police officertold 
Reuters by telephone from 
Dogubeyazit. 1,200 kilometres 
east of Ankara, that the^ftieves 
were probably from the ouQhwed 
Kurdish Workers Party (PICK). 
"Suddenly an armed band with 
pistols and grenades on their ban- 
doliers surrounded us... they 
forced us to lie down and took 
our stuff," Anatolian News 
Agency quoted climber Rudolf 
Richter as saying. 


Piano in tune with 
dead man’s wish 


SANTA ROSA, California (R 
A Mozart concerto it wasn’l 
but when a 135 kilogrammes pian 
nit the ground with a twang 
thud after being dropped bom 
helicopter on Saturday, it wt 
sweet music for friends oDJoh 
Cameron Young. Young . a&vr a 
thy and eccentric sailor, pilot an 
businessman who Nved in a 
affluent suburb of San Franciscc 
California, died three years ag 

, ® avin B greatest Wis 
unfulfilled to hear the sound c 
a piano hitting the ground fror 
a great height. In his will h 
that *15,000 hop hi 
*wiL 000 estate should go towar 
a party for Ws friends. 'Wfiz 
better way to kick off the rfiemc 
nal bash, his buddies deddec 
than to posthumously* <*nac 
Young’s fantasy. "It seemed -Kt 
a good way to spend Iris money, 
said one friend, ten Norderaa 
of San Francisco. About 300 pec 
pie cheered as a telicroterl&p 
an old English upright pferio 6 
metres above- a- vacanr^t- r 
Santa Rosa, then let -it 
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